The OGther Hat Adventure - 1/7/96 AP (13/3/97 AD)

Pl ayer Char act er

Dean Everan, schol ar, party | eader

St ephen Aryan, fighter, mlitary scientist
G eg Strontium E&E, scribe (ne)

Pet er Ant oni o, herbalist, chef

Adri an Dol phan, shadow

Phi | TDP Roberts, E&E

St ruan Gerald, Illusion + Archery

Sally Kate, E&E

This is the second party to set forth to expl ore Wonderl and usi ng Bozo' s hat.
The party nmet before leaving to elect |eaders and to discuss strategy. W
deci ded the fol | ow ng:

*Wewill try and be friendly to strangers, at |east until they prove hostile.
Everon, if he feels negotiation are going badly, will say "I have just one
nore question"” whichis the signal to attack, and i f he says "To Dol phan" then
we shoul d all gather around Dol phan so he can counterspell us before casting
agony ..

* W will use Bozo's hat to get there, and then we will use | ocation to neet
up with himand the other party when we are done. Each of the two parties will
| eave a uniquely locatable stick in the ground at their arrival point, and
also carry:

- A"try the locates" stick which the other party will try to locate
each day, and if it is broken will try to locate the other things bel ow

- A "hel p" stick, which the party will break if they are in trouble and
need hel p.

- A"want to go honme" stick, which the party will break if they have had
enough and want to go hone.

- A "gone home" cork and bottle, which the party put together and | eave
if they have returned to Al usia.

As a last ditch contingency plan, CGerald will bring along sone invested
bani shment char ges.

* Qur battle planis for Aryon and Dol phan to wade in and fight while the rest
of us use ranged nagi c and arrows. To hel p, TDP used his special contingency
spell on many of us, which is a kind of personal ward, and we can use it if
we get into trouble.

We net Bozo at the Guild on the 1/7/96AP at 9:30 in the norning and Bozo took
us through his hat, holding hands in a chain, to Wnderland. It was late
aft ernoon, and Bozo said that it always seenmed to be |ate afternoon there. W
sai d goodbye, and he | eft us.

W were standing in a Geat Meadow, wth dandelions, buttercups, and
bl uebel |l s. Dol phan DA ed a buttercup, and it seemed normal enough. To the
north, off in the distance, we coul d see the vague shape of a house. Kate used
her wi zard eye to get an elevated view, and confirned that it was a house but
could tell us little nore than that.

Session 2 (20/3/97AD 1/ 7/ 96AP)

We planted the uniquely locatable stick in the groud, and started wal ki ng
towards the house. W tried | ocating the other party, and their starting point
wi t hout success (140 miles), so that's a problemwe deci ded we would need to
solve later. It was hot as we wal ked, and we did noderate exercise. It took
us 5 hours to reach the house which was nuch further than we thought, but we
were deceived by the [ack of Iandmarks and the exceptionally clear air. The
sun's position was still unchanged, and the sky was blue with light, fluffy,
clouds. There was no wildlife except the occasi onal bee, and the grass sprung



up after we passede, |eaving no evidence of our passage. W arrived and felt
as if we had only done l|ight exercise, even though we know we had been
exerci si ng ourselves noderately.

The house was a | arge grey stone building with three chi meys and two storeys.
There was one nai n door and gl ass wi ndows. There was no garden or porch, and
t he house just sat sat in the mddle of this huge meadow with no other visible
| andmar ks. W st opped 100ft away and i nvestigated using Kate's wi zard eye and
Ceral d's project inmage. The house appeared to be nagical, containing just a
singl e room and every wi ndow | ooked in on the same room The roomhad a door
with a fireplace opposite, and a large, ornate mrror on the wall facing the
Wi ndow.

| made sonme tea with Dol phan's hel p while the others investigated, and we sat
in the shadow of the building. It was clear that the sun never noved in the
sky due to the lack of plant life in the building's shadow.

Using our Crystals of Vision, we determined that the mirror was some sort of
nmagi cal portal, but not dangerous, and with the option of areturn. Armed with
this information, and in the absence of any other course of action, we stepped
through the mirror in nmuch the sane manner that we had stepped t hrough Bozo's
hat, as a chain of people with |inked arns.

We found ourselves in a roomsinilar to the one we left, but fully furnished
and occupied by a 40 year old gentleman snoking a pipe in an arnthair, and a
10 year old girl kneeling by the fireplace. The nan | ooked surprised and st ood
as we entered the room The room was richly furnished, but in a style
unfam liar to us, and there was a troll ey containing fine china crockery, cups
and cakes, which the girl was toasting in front of the fire. Everon introduced
us politely, and the man introduced hinself as Charles Dodgeson, and the
little girl as Alice.

Char | es Dodgeson seened startled, but not surprised, at our entrance through
his mant| epi ece mirror, and tol d us he had been t hrough to Wnderl and a nunber
of tinmes and had witten a book on the subject, which he showed us. He said
he had al so witten a trestsie on what he called "alternate realities", which
expl ored the concepts of interplaner travel further

We asked Charl es Dodgeson many questions about his plane, and he freely told
us nuch about it. W were in the city of Oxford on an island called Engl and
in the year 1870 by | ocal reckoning. Gerlad realised that he had visited this
pl ane several hundred years earlier inlocal tinme (although we're not sure how
this can be). England is part of an enpire called the British, and nearby the
i sl and separated by a channel was a | and cal | ed New Eur opa whi ch was not part
of British.

The name of the plane was Earth, and anot her pl ane cl ose by cal |l ed Bar soomwas
also visited by a sailor called Capt John Carter. Earth had Men and Dwarves.
Fairy Folk (called "The Seelie" and Goblins and Hobgoblins were al so known.
No mention was made of Elves. Travel was fast due to an invention by Dwarves
and Men called the Steam Loconotive. Magic seened rarer than on Al usia.

Char | es Dodgeson estimated that around 2% of the popul ati on were nagi c-users,
mainly within an organisation called "The Church". The British Enpire was
headed by a Queen Victoria and an adnministrative council under her. Qpposing
her, sonewhere in New Europa called Prussia, was a CGeneral Bisnark

The Faerie Folk live in a seperate society, following their King Oberon,
al t hough sone follow a rival known as The Adversary who seened to be feared
and powerful. It seermed that he was tricked i nto signi ng a non-aggressi on pact
a mllenia ago, but still seeks to undernmine the current order. It is said
that he secretly supports Bi smark

In terns of magic, we were told that nost people specialised, for instance



"raising castles" took an hour, and now New Europa was littered wth
buil dings. Also a particular type of faerie called a "G een Man" was guardi an
of a forest. | was particularly interested by this.

Session 3 (3/4/97 AD)

Brotte, the valet, cane in and showed us typical clothes that the | ocals wore,
consi sting of white, high collared starched shirt, jacket and trousers (bl ack)
and bl ack shoes that were polished to a mrror finish. W deci ded we had t aken
up enough of M Dodgeson's tinme for one day and we would go and find an inn

We decided that we needed a story if asked where we were fromand M Dodgeson
suggested "lreland" or "across the water" as good places. W took our | eave,
and left by the front door. The city streets were busy with people and
carriages. Sone of the carriages were hosrel ess and magical - we learnt |ater
that these were the work of the dwarven steam nmages. W noti ced mai nly humans,
and the occasional other race: a 10ft silver dragon wearing clothes, and
several dryads who seened very nice. W found the Red King | nn nearby and got
roons for the night and sone food. After dinner we net up with the dryads and
sone of their friends, and Geral d, Antonio, Aryan, and nysel f acconpani ed t hem
on an eveni ng dancing in the park. My recol | ecti on of what happened during the
evening is alittle hazy, but suffice to say that we had a very good tine and
managed to find our way back to the inn by 4am

Tuesday - 2/7/96 AP
| cane to late the next norning exhausted fromthe previous nights revelry,
and staggered downstairs for a late breakfast. The nenbers of the party who
had turned in early kindly left a note telling us to nmeet themfor |unch at
the inn. They duely arrived and showed us what they had bought during the
nor ni ng:

A newspaper (The Spectator)

A Fashi on Magazi ne

A 3 Volune history of the British Enpire

A Gui debook of the British Isles

A Scholarly Introduction to Magic with a fascinating section on the
G een Man.

A book on Fanous Explorers and their exploits

Alice's Adventures in Wnderland (an account)

Maps of Oxford, Britain, New Europa, and the whole Pl ane.

They had also ordered |ocal clothes. Because we had arranged to neet M
Dodgeson again in the early afterniin, we trooped over to see him He appeared
to be sonmewhat agitated, and said he had a friend in London with a problem
and that we were just the people to help.

Session 4: 10/ 4/97 AD

He showed us a letter fromH | debrandt Ross, his friend in the city of London
who said that he was threatened by a sinister group possibly from off-plane.
Dodgeson said that Ross was a society nan, an explorer, and an aristocrat.
Dodgeson agreed to fund our party by buying us clothes and a return journey
by loconotive to London to see what the problem was. W all went to
Barthol emews Tailors forthwith, and were nmeasured for suits in the conplex
| ocal style. We also investigated the railway station, where the | oconotive
tickets were bought, and outfitted ourselves with carpet bags fromthe market

place for containing our old clothes and equipnment. | bought a pair of
"scizorrs', a double hinged dagger, for pruning purposes as well. W had an
early night.

3/7/96 AP

We rose and packed, and donned the local clothes that the tail or delivered,
t hen headed for the |oconotive. W rode in a "first class carriage" and were
propelled at a confortable but frightening speed through tunnels and fields
to the city of London

We arrived in London at midday, and fought our way though the great crowds of
peopl e with our |uggage before hiring sone carriages to take us to M Ross



house in the district of Belgravia

He was a man in his md 40s, tanned and nuscul ar, sitting in a study which he
sai d was i nmune to nmagi cal spying. He said that he had been doi ng research for
his next trip when he had observed a secret ritual of the Brotherhood of
Anubi s and now t hey were out for his blood. He was hiding, invisiblein aroom
i n Cheapsi de district and observed 6 nen with no eyes and a swarthy conpl exi on
use a vial to raise an i mage of a gypsy. They tal ked about a m ssi on i nvol vi ng
the Queen or Parlianent, and how they could not return until the m ssion was
conplete. They talked in a m xture of English, Romanay, and Latin. M Ross's
invisibility wore off and he had to run when the i nage saw him Thi s happened
on Saturday night (29th), 3 days ago, and since then he felt he had been
subtly watched and a dog has lurked outside, watching his house. Hi s
housenai d was ritually nurdered, and he constantly keeps on the nove to avoid
bei ng | ocat ed.

He wor ked for a governnent agency and knew about the Brot herhood of Anubis as
a secret society where the aristrocratic nmenbers each kill an undesirable
(prostiture, thief) once a season in the nane of Anubis. This could be a nore
sinister chapter of the cult. Aninformer told himthat they plan to bring the
God Anubis to this world (dog-headed death god of Egypt).

He is worried for his safety, worried about a potential danger to his Queen
and government, and is willing to pay us to help him find out nore and
potentially elinmnate the threat. We will have to work seperately fromhim
because he is too closely watched.

Session 5: 15/4/97 AD

Before we left, we agreed with himthat if we wanted to neet at Hyde Park, we
would send a letter to his club "thanking himfor the invitation to dinner"
signed Hugh Everand, and if we wanted to neet at his house the letter should
read "Thanks for the hospitality". He gave us a brooch as a token to give to
Madam Sophi e, the owner of a brothel about half a nmile away. He said that she
could be trusted and that we coul d base oursel ves there.

We observed the dog that |urked outside, and then set off by carriage for
Madame Sophi es. | nstead of going straight there, we drove to Hillier's Hotel
just around the corner, and checked in. W sent CGerald to tal k to Madam Sophi e
and, after he had arranged everything, we went sightseeing by coach for the
rest of the afternoon. Wen the sightseeing coach passed cl ose by the house
i n Cheapsi de where the ritual took place, we managed to delay the coach with
a minor distraction while Kate used her Wzards Eye to check the place.

There was a hurredly abandoned house, and in the basenent there was a curtain
lined ritual roomwith a brazier in the centre and red robes hangi ng behi nd
curtains. Upstairs, a book lay open on a table and, although witten in
Conmon, it seened magically obscured and therefore inpossible to read.

We got back at 8pmas it was getting dark, and |left our spare |ocal clothes
at the hotel to nmke it look like we were staying whilst taking our
adventurers equipnent to the underground bolt-hole at Madam Sophies. W
sneaked in, in dribs and drabs, and nmade oursel ves confortabl e.

Session 6: 17/4/97 AD

Later, we went out again to the all eyway but Everan failed with his "Ask Dead"
on the spot where Hildebrandt killed the blindman. The night passed
uneventful ly.

Thursday - 4/7/96 AP

W rose and left the bolt-hole, and went to the British Library where we
dropped of f Everon, TDP, and Gerald so they could research the cult. The rest
of us went and loitered in a park near Hilderbrandt's house and waited for the
dog lurking outside his place to go and report in. Eventually it set off and
we followed at a distance, losing it when it entered a butchers shop near



Covent Garden. W waited in a pub opposite called the Marquis of Angl esey,
and wi zard-eyed the butchers. It seened normal except for another (unused)
ritual roomin the basenent and a hairy man sitting at a desk perform ng nmagi c
using a strange rune carved on the desk. It may have been a scrying nagic
because he nearly sawthe wi zards eye as it | ooked over his shoul der. W think
he may have been the dog shapechanged i nto human form

At this point we nmet up with Everon and conpany for lunch and they told us
that they had found an excel |l ant book on the cult, but it had a warning note
fromthe cult. They were going back to study the book for the afternoon and
so they left us to it. W waited, and the hairy man left the building and
headed t owar ds t he crowded narkets. W foll owed at a safe di stance usi ng nagi c
to keep himlocated. He entered a pub on the other side of the market and,
after a short while, the locate failed as if he had vani shed. W carefully
searched the pub (the Kings Arns) and found not hi ng except the sane synbol as
before on the underside of atablein a small |ocked private |library above the
pub.

Drawi ng a bl ank, we net up with Everan and co at the library. They found that
t he book that they | ooked at in the norning was no | onger there after |unch
and a note hi dden behind an illusion gave us anot her warni ng. Everan said that
there was a G eater Undead under the library, but we found that it was a very
old site and so this probably had nothing to do with our investigation. It was
3pm so we went back to the hotel to rest up until dark

Session 7: 1/5/97 AD

At 11 at night we donned our black cl oaks and went off to try again with the
"Ask Dead". W guarded the alleyway while Everan successfully questioned the
shade of the blind man. He discovered that these people are the foll owers of
Anubi s and they are not native to this plane. They will | eave when their task
is conplete. Their task is to kill a nunber of people, sonme royal and sone
politicians, at the Jubil ee cel ebrations at Bucki ngham Pal ace on t he ni ght of
the new noon. The killers will be going as invited guests and all the victins
will die using the sane nmethod. The blind man was not a nage, and the ritua

that Hi | debrandt had wi t nessed was to conmuni cate to sonmewhere el se i n London

not off-pl ane.

Friday: 5/7/96 AP

We worked out that this date was over a week away, so we still had tine to
war n Hi | debrandt and di scover nore. It was still early m dnight, so we t hought
that tonight would be a good time to go and capture the hairy nan at the
but chers. W wal ked and got there about midnight. It | ooked quiet, and he was
ei ther asleep or scrying in the back room W broke in and slept himfor good
neasure and took hi mback to our hotel room W had to sleep the butcher and
one of his children who was woken, and rearranged everything as i f nothing had
happened. W& were careful to avoid the rune carved in the desk but, even so,
Sir Aryan was slept by sone kind of ward, and | noticed feeling tired when
sl ept one of the butcher's children. It could have been ny own backfire but
you never know.. ..

W al tered the sl unbering shapeshifter's appearance to nmake himnore di fficult
to locate, and brought him back to the hotel. Going through his possessions
we found himto be wearing a signet ring and a small gold charm around his
neck, shaped like a pair of boxing gloves. He had one of Hildebrandt's cards
in his pocket, and in his wallet was a small scrap of paper showi ng an address
unknown to us. Mst interesting was his notebook, in which he kept notes on
hi s shape-shifting activities, details of the novenents of H R and al so notes
about another man called Rory Bremer. According to the notes, the
shapeshifter had been keeping tabs on HR for the last week and a half,
starting well prior to his run-in with the cult. The notebook even nentions
tracking himto Cheapsi de and back on the night of this event.

Session 8: 8/5/97AD
Once we had hi mblindfol ded and secure, we interrogated him He said his nane



was "The Adnmirable Chinnie", and initially he thought we were part of the
cult. W convinced hi motherwi se, and got himto tell us quite a bit. He said
he was once a bl ond, muscul ar 6'4" man, chanpion pugilist, but he had a drink
with a man called Rory Bremmer who drugged hi m and he woke drowning in the
river with a bashed head and in his current (Rory's) body. That was three
nont hs ago. He only caught one glinpse of his body after that time, and he
believes that the possessor is noving in higher circles of power now He
thinks this Rory Bremmer is associated with the cult so he is waging a
personal feud against them and carved their synbol in the table in the
butcher's shop and set up the brazier exactly under it hinself. He believes
they are organised fromthe Romany canp where their |eader keeps their eyes
inajar and can see where they are at will. They have nunerous ritual roons
around the city and nove around themat night - they snell |ike dead things.
We noted that the three ritual roons he had di scovered formed an equil atera
triangl e around Bucki ngham Pal ace on the nap. Hi s researches into the cult had
led himto experinment and he has found that the synmbol hei ghtens his senses,
even though he is not a mage. He didn't know about the synbol in the Kings
Arms, near Covent Garden, and he has been watching cultists at night and
Hi | debrandt Ross during the day. He was watchi ng Hi | debrandt Ross as a favour
for a friend (he refused to say who). As a precaution, TDP placed hi munder
a geas. He promised to "not act against us or Hildebrandt Ross, and not to
provide i nformati on about us of his own free will". Then we deci ded we coul d
trust himto a linmted degree and untied him

It was still 3am early in the norning of the 5th. So we sent a nessage to
Hi | debrandt saying to nmeet us in the park. We rested for sone hours and then
took a carriage down to the Romany canp where we waited fromafar. There coul d
perhaps be 100 gypsies there. Then we cane back and net Hildebrandt. W
reoirted what we had found and he said that he would go and use the
i nfornmati on. W al so told hi mabout Chinnie and told himto watch out for the
ol d body.

Session 9: 15/5/97 AD

W spent the rest of the day doing nore investigations. W di scovered that |ey
lines (highish mana) ran through London and three of them intersected at
Bucki ngham Pal ace. It was likely that the portal ritual woul d take pl ace under
the pal ace at the 20ft underground tunnels, or the older Roman tunnel s that
wer e 100- 150ft down and much bi gger, where the Greater Undead were. The | eader
of the cult was definately | ocated underneath the Romany canp. Firkin pubs
followed the ley lines, and all had the nysterious rune engraved sonmewhere
hi dden.

W deci ded that our best best was to attack the Romany canp now and try and
take out the evil leader. If we failed, we would still have tinme (a week) to
prepeare things at the palace to nake the ritual difficult.

Session 10: 22/5/97 AD

Last thing on Friday night we sent a nessage to Hildebrandt saying that we
woul d neet himat 10amthe followi ng norning. W wanted to report our | atest
findings and get his help with the Romany canp. W also sent Chinnie off to
find a guide that would take us exploring in the tunnels near the palace in
t he near future.

Sat urday 6/7/96 AP

We got up the next norning, and did sone scrying of the Ronmeny canp. Al

| ooked qui et and we coul dn't see any underground entrances. At 10am we went
and saw Hil debrandt to set up a canp raid using bobbies (the local nmilitia)
as a cover for our assault. During our conversations with Hldebrandt we
real i sed he was under the inpression that this was the first time that we had
reported to him After much discussion we decided we must have been talking
to a doppl eganger in the park, and reveal ed our investigations to the baddies.
Hi | debrandt had a book nentioning a cult ritual creating a 'Ka' doppl eganger
froma drop of blood, and said we had been attacked recently and that they had
drawn blood. W noted that the doppleganger 'Ka' had no scars unlike



Hi | debrandt who had one on his left wist. Hildebrandt also told us that
Chinnie's body was being used by a man calling hinself Darrow who ran the
Firkin Brewery.

We decided that we would still attack the Romany canp early the next day,
ai ded by a group of bobbi es who woul d conduct a routi ne shakedown of the canp.
We needed a way to find about underneath the Romany canp and | thought perhaps
| could ask the trees dotted around, if | could just talk to one for 5 ninutes
bef orehand. Hi | debrandt said he knew of a Green Man that could teach ne a way
of getting to the tree quietly but | would have to be force-fed magical
know edge, a procedure which had a cost involved. | spent the rest of the day
with the Green Man doing this, while the others nmade ot her preparations and
di scussed our fee with Hildebrandt. The 'cost' turned out to be perninant
endurance and MA loss, and | arrived back exhausted and tired at 11pm 12
hours later, and slept right through until the early norning when we |eft.

Session 11: 27/5/97 AD Sunday 7/7/96 AP

Since we had arranged for the bobbies to go in at 9am we nade sure we were
at a nearby vantage point at 8:30 so that we could prepare ourselves and do
some nore scrying. | used ny newy acquired magi cal know edge to determ ne
that one of the trees in the Romany canp was hollow, killed where it stood to
provide a secret entrance to an underground chanber where the baddies had
their hideout.

At 9am the squad of bobbies noved in fromtwo sides to shake down the canp
and we followed in close behind and piled down the |adder inside the tree
trunk after a quick Wzard' s Eye of the room below. A major battle ensured
agai nst the cult | eader, who seened to be undead, and the six of his followers
(one had al ready been killed by Hildebrandt Ross). They were extrenely quick
and it needed all our firepower to overcone them Antonio, Gerald and Aryan
had |ife threatening danage but bravely fought on. Once the 6 m nions were
dealt with, Aryan nade a bold charge for the cult | eader and fini shed hi moff
with a shaft o sunlight that Kate gave him He disintegrated, shrieking, and
his evil pall was lifted. Wen it was over, we realised that it had been a
close thing, and the battle could have easily swing the other way.

The Ka of H R and another figure were slunped in the corner of the room as
they had done during the entire battle. Everan noted that a G eater Undead,
probably the same one as before, was watching us from a distance deeper
underground still. W hoped that it was nearly curiosity.

W did alittle investigation after we had firmy bound the 4 unconci ous and
2 dead adversaries. They came fromthe plane of 'Keribdis' and were all pacted

to a demaon we hadn't heard of called 'Asheil'. In the corner slunped, the two
Ka doppl egangers were of H | debrandt Ross, and the Price of Wales, heir to the
British throne. There was a singular |lack of any loot, I'mafraid to say.

We acconpai ned the bobbies as they took the prisoners, evidence and bodies
back to their base in London at New Scotland Yard. On Hi |l debrandt's request,
we spent the norning witing a full report to be used as evidence.

We then went back to our hotel and settled the bill, cleared our stuff out of
the bolt hol e and noved back to the house of Hildebrandt Ross for six weeks
of specialised training. This training was our reward for our services and
H R had assenbl ed an unlikely set of trainers after calling in a fewfavours.
At the end of the first week we attended the jubilee celebrations at the
Pal ace, a great spectacle but no disasters. At the end of the training we | eft
London by train.

On the 19th of August we arrived back at Oxford where we spent several days
rel axi ng before we attenpted interplaner travel. On the norning of the 21st
of August we stepped through the nmirror back into Wonderland. W arrived in
the house we had left and tried to locate the other party, but failed to do
so. W& went back to the mirror roomand visualised the Guild. Aroomin the



guild duly appeared in the mirror. W stepped through again and found
oursel ves back in the GQuild. CGerald didn't acconpany us, but stayed in Oxford
but he was back for the Guild Meeting.



