A DI PLOVATI C UNDERTAKI NG

GAME PLAYED FROM DEC 1995 TO MARCH 1996, GM = EAMON ZI NK. THANKS,
PATCHES.

CAST: SCORPI ON, HUVAN NAMER ( ANNA) SCRI BE
THORN, HUMAN FI GHTER ( HELEN)
THULRANDI R, ELF FI GHTER ( DORSAI )
El DELON, HUVAN SOLAR MAGE ( ANDREW
DM TR, HUVAN M ND MAGE ( ANTHONY)
SI R AGRI VANE, HUMAN FI GHTER ( FRANCI S)
ARVEN, HUVAN EARTH MAGE ( SI MON)
KI SERI, HUMAN | LLUSI ONI ST ( ROSEMARY)

SUMVARY:

M SSI ON OBJECTI VE: H RED BY DI PLOVATI C REPRESENTATI VES OF THE FREE
CTY OF SALAMAKAR, AN OFF-PLANAR TRADING CTY WHO HAVE JUST
DI SCOVERED A PORTAL TO ELUSIA AND HOPE TO INCLUDE HER IN THEIR
TRADE NETWORK, TO ACT AS GO BETWEENS FOR THE ORC RULI NG CLASSES TO
A SUBVERSANT ELEMENT OF THE HUVAN SLAVE CASTE IN THE CITY. MAIN
OBJECTI VE, REVEALED LATE, 1S TO TAME THE BLACK MARKET FOR NOBS,
| NSTEAD OF CURRENT SCHEME OF TRYING TO DESTROY IT. DO TH S BY
OFFERI NG THE REBS A PORTAL TO UNTAMED GRASSLANDS NAMED ECHEL ON,
WH CH WOULD TAKE ABOUT A DECADE TO CULTI VATE WTH BARE TOOLS, W TH
TRADE AGREEMENTS I N PLACE FOR WHEN THEY' RE ESTABLI SHED.

OUR EMPLOYERS: BACKRUN DAL' TOSH, (BACKRUN IS THE TITLE OF THE
RULING CLASSES), A YOUNG ORK NOB UNDERTAKING A COM NG OF AGE
M SSI ON BY PLANNING A (BY THEI R STANDARDS) RADI CAL NEW APPROACH TO
THE PROBLEM OF HUVAN UNREST, DEVI CE = A FANGED EYE, PGSSIBLY PACTED
- EVI DENCE = CONCEALED BAT FOUND IN H S QUARTERS ONBOQARD SHI P;  LORD
D PLOVAT EMVANUAL ASANTE, ELF ASSI STANT AND REPRESENTATIVE TO
DAL' TOSH, IN THEIR WORDS A SACATA = AN | NFORVATI ON COURI ER AND
BROKER (VERY PROBABLY A SPY, VERY ADEPT AT SURPRI SE ATTACK AND
SURREPTI T1 QUS CPERATIONS), AND A MEMBER OF THE MERCHANT/ DI PLOVAT/
POLI CI NG CLASSES COVWRISED OF ELVES AND DWARVES IN THE CTY;
JAQUILO_ HUVAN SLAVE TO DAL' TOSH. ALL COULD SPEAK ELUSI AN. OFFERED
TRADE GOCDS (EMBARGD) WORTH 300 - 700 SP EACH, DEPENDANT ON MARKET,
AND ANY TREASURE WE FIND I N THE UNDERGROUND OF THE A TY, LEFT THERE
BY THE PROGENI TORS OF THE ORG NAL CITY. ALL MEN PROVED TO BE FAI R
CONCERNED AND HELPFUL (WHATEVER THEIR MOTIVES), AND |'D WORK FOR
THEM AGAI N, THOUGH BE CAREFUL OF HI DDEN COVPLI CATI ONS SUCH AS THE
FACT THAT OUR M SSION WAS DAL' TOSH S | DEA, AS H S TEST OF MANHOOD,
AND NOT NECESSARI LY WHAT ANYONE ELSE | N THE COURT WOULD SUPPORT OR
EVEN APPROVE OF. POLITICS CAN BE A BASTARD.

GEOGRAPHY: THE CITY | S APPROACHED THROUGH A CROSS- PLANAR TUNNEL
RUNNI NG FROM THE SEAS OF ELUSIA TO A SPHERI CAL | NLAND SEA. DO NOT
CAST ANYTH NG AROUND THE VORTEX, AND WATCH THAT FI RST STEP. CLI MATE
|S HOT. MANA DIM NI SHED ZONE. | T''S BEEN CARVED LAYER BY LAYER ON




TOP OF ITSELF QUT OF ROCK, WTH ROADS ON ROOFS AND PASSAGEWAYS
W NDI NG DEEP BELOW THE UPPERMOST LEVEL. IN SHORT, |ITS A FUCKI NG
RABBI T WARREN. NOBS ARE QUARTERED AT THE TOP OF THE HEAP, W TH THE
| MPERI AL PALACE AT THE HI GHEST, MOST CENTRAL PO NT, OBVIOUS I N
APPROACH BY I TS METAL DOVES AND UNUSUAL ARCH TECTURE. APPROACH TO
THE PALACE GROUNDS |S BY A WDE ROAD WHI CH RUNS THROUGH THE CI TY
FROM THE DOCKS, BUT THE PALACE PROPER | S PROTECTED BY WALLS CARVED
OQUT OF THE ROCK AND PASSABLE ONLY THROUGH A LONG TUNNEL W TH LOTS
OF NASTY MJURDER HOLES ALONG I TS LENGTH (OR FLIGHT, MORE OF THAT
LATER). THE THRONE ROOM IS A MAG CAL NULL ZONE, BUT THE MAG CAL
DEFENSES ON THE THRONE DI AS SEEM TO WORK JUST FI NE. DUNGEONS ARE
DEEP, DARK AND DAMP, WELL BELOWN THE PALACE. 1S AT LEAST ONE SECRET
TRAPDOOR ENTRANCE FROM THE SEWERS AT SEA LEVEL. NOT RECOVMENDED AS
A HOLI DAY SPOT. M DDLE LEVELS ARE MERCHANTS QUARTERS, LOTS OF SHOPS
DECORATED BY BRI GHTLY COLOURED AWNI NGS, AND LOTS OF STREET STALLS
RUN BY HUMANS. AT NI GHT STREETS LIT BY SOVE MAG CALSO SOME OF THE
STONEWORKS GON  LOTS OF ACTIVITY AFTER DARK. DOCK LEVEL AND
UNDERCI TY POPULATED MOSTLY BY HUMANS.

THE PEOPLE: THE EMPEROR AND RULING CLASS ARE TALL, WELL
PROPORTI ONED ORCS W TH A GREENI SH COLOURATI ON, EMPEROR HI MSELF | S
BLACK, DWARVES AND EILVES COWPRI SE THE MERCHANT AND Dl PLOVATI C
CASTE, AND ALSO THE POLICE CORPS, AND HUMANS ARE BONDSMEN AND
SLAVES (WTH SOVE REBELS). LIFE EXPECTANCY ABOUT TWENTY WORKI NG
YEARS, DIE OF "FEEBLENESS' AND "INABILITY TO CONTINUE WORKI NG'.
HUMANS SOVETI VMES | MPORTED TO KEEP UP NUMBERS. THERE ARE SOME
EXCEPTI ONS:  WE SAW SOVE ELVES AND DWARVES | N THE SAME RANKS AS
HUMANS, SOVE HUMANS APPARENTLY EMPLOYI NG THEMSELVES ETC, JUST NOT
MJCH. MAG C RESTRICTED TO CRAFTSMEN, ADVENTURING MAG C ONLY
AVAI LABLE TO THE | MPERIAL GUARD (POLICE) AND THE NOBS. NOBS ALSO
HAVE | MPERI AL NAMERS. REBELS SUPPOSEDLY HAVE VERY FEW MAG C USERS.
THE POLI CE: ELVES WEAR LI GHT BLUE W TH BLACK HARNESS, ALL BUT ONE
| N EACH SQUAD ARMED W TH A LONG BOWV AND VWH P, BOTH OF VWHI CH BEI NG
MADE OF SOVE KIND OF SEGQVENTED METAL OF [ RON ALLOY. LAST NAN
CARRI ES NO | RON.  GUESS. DWARVES WEAR BLOOD RED W TH BLACK HARNESS,
ARMOURED W TH BLACK ARMOUR, HELMETS AND SPI KED GAUNTLETS, AND CARRY
SPEARS MADE COVPLETELY OF | RON ALLOY THAT REACH THREE TIMES THE
HEl GHT OF A STUNTY. OBSERVED TECHNI QUE: DWARVES LOWNER SPEARS AND
RUN AT ENEMY | N RANKS FI VE MEN DEEP, AND ANYTHI NG LI VI NG THAT COVES
OUT _THE OTHER END | S ASSAULTED BY THE ELVES W TH THOSE FUCKI NG
VWH PS. PRI SONERS ARE CHAINED TO POSTS, THEN COLECTED UP AND
CHAI NED TO EACH OTHER, FROGVARCHED TO HOLDI NG BARRACKS/ PRI SON ( BAD
TIME TO TRY TO TALK TO EACH OTHER) . AND SLONY PROCESSED. COULD BE
FASTER | F THERE ARE LESS THEN A THOUSAND REBELS TO DEAL W TH.

CUSTOM

N COURT: DRESS FOR FEMALES TENDS TO SKIMPY PIECES OF CLOTH
CAREFULLY POSI TIONED TO SHOW ALMOST EVERYTHI NG A MAN COULD HOPE
FOR._DIDN T NOTICE WHAT THE MEN WERE WEARI NG COURT ATTI RE WAS
EXPECTED. MOST PRESENT CARRI ED WEAPONSM THED WEAPONS OPENLY, AND




KNEW HOWV TO USE THEM M SSI LE WEAPONS WERE FROMED UPQON.  UNDERSTAND
DUELING 1S ACCEPTED WAY OF DEALING WTH INSULT, (UNAUTHORI SED
DRAW NG OF WEAPONS DI RECT TI CKET TO DUNGEQON) ALSO APPEARED TO BE
SOVE KIND OF RI TUALI STI C HAND WRESTLI NG DUEL DONE BY MALE ORCS TO
ESTABLI SH PECKI NG ORDER. OTHERW SE PEACE KEPT BY PALACE GUARD
(DWARVES AND ELVES). THERE IS NO CASTING OF ANY KIND IN THE
VICINITY OF THE EMPEROR ON PAIN OF DEATH. 1 F ADDRESSED BY THE
EMPEROR, BOW FROM WAI ST TO ALMOST 2 O CLOCK AND ADDRESS H M AS
EMPEROR. OTHERW SE WAS PRETTY MJCH AS | | MAG NED COURT TO BE WTH
LOTS OF POLITICKING VERBAL BACKSTABBI NG OBVI OQUS ALLI ANCES AND
LONG WAI TS FOR H' S | MPERI AL _GREENSKI NNED MAJESTY TO GET AROUND TO
HEARI NG WHAT YOU RE THERE FOR HUMAN PRESENCE VERY UNUSUAL;: BE
PREPARED FOR SNI DE COMVENTS YOU RE NOT ALLONED TO ANSWER BACK TO

HUVANS: MALE SLAVES TEND TO WEAR THE UNI FORMS OF THEI R JOBS,
FEMALES TEND NOT TO BE WORKERS BUT HOVEKEEPERS AND WEAR BRI GHTLY
COLOURED LOW QUALITY CLOTH, VEILS AND OBVIOQUS JEWELERY, WH CH
DENOTES MARRI AGE. SMALL HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS, A WOVAN AND H S CHI LDREN
ARE A VAN S ONLY POSSESSI ONS, OMNERSHI P OF VWHI CH PASSES ON TO THE
MAN S SLAYER A WOVAN VWHO CANNOT G VE A MAN CHI LDREN |S WORTHLESS.
KEEPI NG FAI TH APPEARS TO HAVE SOME WORTH. SAW I NS| DE OF ONE HUVAN
HABI TATI ON: SINGLE ROOM PARTI TI ONED W TH SCREENS. ONLY FURN TURE
= CHEST OF HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS AND A BRAZ| ER (BELONG NG TO HOUSE) .
WALLS ALL PAINTED WTH MJRALS, SLEEPI NG MATS ON FLOOR, AS CLEAN AS
POSSIBLE. COULD BE TYPICAL OR COUD BE RESULT OF COVPLETELY
UNREASONABLE BI TCH WHO LI VED THERE.

GENERAL: 1F YOU ARE CONSI DERED A GUEST, | N ANY SENSE OF THE
WORD, THEN YOU ARE SACROSANCT, AND HARM TO YOU | S CONSI DERED HARM
TO THE HOST. A HUVAN WAS KILLED FOR FI GHTI NG WTH ME WHEN | WENT
OUT LOOKING FOR I T.

ENEM ES:

THE JABAKU. PI RATES VWHO SAI L AROUND | N ENORMOUS BLACK FRI GATES
ACCOVPANI ED BY NASTY STORMS ATTACKI NG DEFENSELESS ADVENTURERS W TH
CATAPULTS. ARE GUIDED TO THEI R TARGETS BY AN "EYE" | NVESTED W TH
TOTEM MAG C PLANTED BY JABAKU SPIES (OUR EYE WAS THE DEVICE OF
DAL' TOSH ON THE FRONT OF THE SHI P WHI CH HAD BEEN DOCTORED. ) CAN
ALSO CAST OR CALL SNOANSTORVS AND SOVE KIND OF FREEZI NG TORPEDO, Al L
JABAKU M NI ONS, | NCLUDI NG ZOVBI E- LI KE MONSTERS, CONTROLLED BY THE
MAG C OF THE CAPTAIN. SO ALSO IS THE REALITY OF THE SH P, WE
DI SCOVERED WHEN | KILLED H M AND I T DI SAPPEARED WTH CREW THE
CAPTAIN WAS A GAUNT, DI SEASED- LOOKI NG BASTARD W TH WHI TE EYES
SURROUNDED BY FOUR CHANTING LACKEYS. APPARENTLY |IMMUNE TO
PARALYSATION PO SON. HE HAD A BLACK BALL IN EACH HAND AND HI S
FI NGERS HAD EXTENDED AND FUSED OVER THEM TO FORM A LI VI NG CAGE.
THESE BALLS ARE MAG CAL, D. A .= SUMVONS SOVETHI NG ONE MAKES YQU
PONERCHUCK PO SON, THE OTHER MAKES YOU BLIND, BUT I T HAS SOMVE
ADVANTAGES. WOUNDS DONE BY JABAKU NASTIES VERY LIKELY TO BE
| NFECTED.

THE ASHATELL: ELVEN NASTIES (PIRATES) WHO ROABOAT AROUND
ATTACKI NG DEFENSELESS ADVENTURERS W TH PLANT MAG C. FOUND A GLASS




BALL WTH AN EYE FLOATING IN IT, WHEN BROKEN GREW A GREAT BIG
OFEENSI| VE ASPARAGUS. SUSCEPTABLE TO COOKI NG

THE CHAL DAK: DWARVEN NASTI ES (PI RATES) WHO WOULD HAVE RAMVED
THE DEFENSELESS ADVENTURERS G VEN HALF A CHANCE.

DESTI NY: GUTLESS Pl RATES WHO TOOK ONE LOOK AT THE OTHERS AND
RAN OFF. FUCKW TS GOT US ON THE RETURN JOURNEY.

THE REBELS: MOST ARE EASILY STI RRED UP RABBLE NOI WORTH A FART
IN A FIGAHT. HAVE BEEN G VEN RELI G ON, "THE UNI FI ER', SYMBOL AN " X"
ON A STICK, TO GET THEM GO NG EASILY. THE UNI FI ER, THE ONE TRUE,
SPEAKS THROUGH THE PROPHETS OF THE THREE: LORDS OF CHANGE,
DESTRUCTI ON_AND CREATI ON. HAVE PROM SED THE RABBLE THEY W LL GET
BACK THEIR WLL, BECOVE FREE MEN AGAIN ETC. USUAL CRAP TO STIR UP
THE DOMTRODDEN. RECKON GET THE PROPHETS AND I T'LL STOP. DAL' TOSH
RECKONS THE | NSTI GATORS MAY BE OFF-PLANE | MPORTS. HOLY MEN
UNFORTUNATELY SAW NEED TO H RE LESS DEVOUT BUT LESS FI CKLE HELPERS
IN THE SHAPE OF OFF- PLANAR MERCS. ORLIX S LOT, MJCH RESPECTED BY
THE REBELS. AT ATTACK ON THE THRONEROOM WE SAW APPROX. 25, MOSTLY
OLDER HUVAN, ONE G ANT. ALL DRESSED | N WORN, HEAVI LY GREASED HEAVY
LEATHER ARMOUR, GOTHI C APPEARANCE, W TH RAGGED CHAIN. LOTS OF BI G
WEAPONS, SPECI ALI SED MELEEI STS, SUl Cl DE TROOPERS, SEEMED CONTENT
JUST TO CAUSE FLESHWOUNDS ON MOST. NO RELI G QUS SYMBOLS, JUST LOTS
OF ACCESSORIES., E.G GRENADOES OF STICKY FIRE. USED NMAG CAL
"PORTAL" FOR ENTRANCE, ALSO ENTRANCE APPARENTLY FROM SHADOAS AND
MORE MUNDANELY THROUGH THE SKYLI GHTS. WHEN KILLED, OR VWHEN UNABLE
TO ESCAPE BACK THROUGH THE PORTAL AT THE SIGNALLED END OF THE
ATTACK THE BODI ES TURNED TO PI LES OF DUST WTH A BLUE FLASH. ANYONE
CAUGHT IN THIS GOES TOO. SUSPECT LIMTED LIFETIME. SUPPOSEDLY NO
SUPPORT FOR REBS FROM HI GHER NOBS BUT WAS A RUMOUR THAT SOVE OF
DAL' TOSH S ENEM ES MAY BE CONNECTED W TH THE RELI G ON. REBELS DO
HAVE SOMVE ACCESS TO PORTALS SO ARE CONSI DERED RICH. MAI N PROBLEM
ORCS HAVE WTH REBELS IS THEY GET 20% OF ALL PROFITS COM NG TO
SALAVAKAR BY TRADI NG ON THE BLACK MARKET.

OTHERS: MOST OBVI OQUS ENEMY OF DAL'TOSH IS ORK NOB W TH THE
DEVICE OF A FLAM NG BALL. THOUGHT HE COULD BE A MAG C USER, BUT
TAKING H M OUT (TEMPORARILY) DIDN T SEEM TO CHANGE ANYTHI NG ALSO
WAS SOVE FRI CTI ON WTH AN ORC HONEY, BUT DAL' TOSH SEEMED QUI TE PUT
QUT BY HER DEATH SO GUESS | T MJST HAVE BEEN SOVE KI ND OF ROVANTI C
SHI T.

ALLIES: TWD OTHER ORC BACKRUNS, DEVI CES = DAGGER GUARD AND TALONED
HAND.

MAG C | TEMS:

CRAFTED TORCS | NVESTED W TH RI TUAL OF | NTRUSI VE TRANSLATI ON.
TH NK OF WHAT TO SAY AND TRANLATI ON COMES TO YOU SO CAN SPEAK (AND
MAKE OFFENSI VE GESTURES) LIKE A CULTURED NATI VE.

TRUTHFI NDI NG Rl NG

MURTLES MAG CAL SHARPENI NG STONE: WEAPON SHARPENED W TH THI S
DCES MORE DANVAGE.

PINK HEART MEDALLION OF PROTECTION. GVES SINGE SHOT




PROTECTI ON FROM AORTA SHOTS.

MR HUVPHRI ES FACE: NMAG CAL NMASK.

FLI CK- GAUCHE: MAI NGAUCHE THAT APPEARS FROM A WOODEN HANDLE.

LADY SYNTHI A’ S EVER FASHI ONABLE BALLGOWN: MAG CALLY CHANG NG
GO, JUST THI NK OF THE STYLE.

G RDOLE OF M GHTY EXPANSI ON AND CONTRACTI ON;  GROW OR SHRI NK_AT
VWH M

BALL AND CHAIN OF PAIN:. DOES NASTY THI NGS TO BOTH WEI LDER AND
TARGET.

UNDERGARMENTS OF BOUYANCY: LINGERIE DESI GNED TO HELP YOU SW M
BY G VING YOU A VWEDGY YOU LEVI TATE AVAY FROM

BLACK SPHERE OF THE JABAKU #1: PO SON VOM T RANGE EFFECT.

BLACK SPHERE OF THE JABAKU #2: VISIONISE SKILL ABILITY.

MSC. EIDELON IS A COVPLETE NUTTER. DO NOT LET H M BE PARTY LEADER,
AND KEEP H M RESTRAI NED WHEN NOT IN USE. THE M LKY WH TE STUFF THEY
DRINK IS CALLED KASTELL AND | S RECOVIVENDED.

31 MARCH GUI LD MEETING GO TO ROOM W TH ORC, ELF AND HUVAN,
| NTRODUCTI ONS AS ABOVE, OFFERED REFRESHMENTS. HAVE SOVE M LKY
STUFF; WEE! | COULD LIKE TH S JOB. TOLD OBJECTI VE, THEN LEFT
TO SQUABBLE ABQUT | T. PARTY = Mg, THULRANDI R, THORN, EI DELON,
KISERI, SIR AGRIVANE AND DIM TRI. LAST THREE ARE BUNN ES.
El DELON GETS PARTY LEADER, | MVEDI ATELY [INSISTS ALL PARTY
MEMBERS CARRY 2 WEEKS FOOD, 1 DAYS WATER AND 2 HEALI NG POTI ONS
AT ALL TIMES. FUCKWT. | GET SCRI BE, THULRANDI R GCETS M LI TARY
SCI ENTI ST. EMPLOYERS RETURN, TELL US WE W LL BE | NTRODUCED AT
COURT SO NOT' M STAKEN FOR HUMAN SCUM BY OTHER NOBS. ASANTE
SAYS TO HAVE A NNGHT ON HM ALL RI GHT! EI DELON DRAGS ME BACK
| NTO ROOM  FI NALLY GET AWAY AND CORNER ELF TO ESTABLI SH MEANS
OF PAYMENT FOR TH S PARTY. TALKS OF REASONABLE EXPENSES. FUCK
SO COLLAR JAQUI LO AND SHOW HIM THE SI GHTS. SEEMS REASONABLE
EXPENSES OPEN TO | NTERPRETATI ON. ARRANGE COURTLY ATTIRE. BI G
JOKE.

1 & 2 APRIL: SPENT VWHORI NG AND DRI NKI NG GET RECEI PTS. OTHERS
ARRANGE COURTLY ATTI RE AND SET UP AGRI VANE | NTO FOPS CLOTHES.
QUOTE DIMTRI: "I T WOULD BE TERRI BLE TO GET A FAUX PAS IN A
COURT FULL OF ORKS. | DON T THINK | COULD LIVE I T DOM. " ARVEN
JO NS PARTY. SHOULD BE GOOD SPORT.

3 APRI L: BOAT LEAVES ON EVENING TIDE, DIM TRI CARRI ES ME ON UNCO
COVE TO FOR DINNER. N CE FOOD, TALK BUSINESS, MORE M LKY
STUFF. WLL BE LENT AMULETS AS PART OF DI PLOVATI C STATUS SO
CAN UNDERSTAND LOCAL LI NGO

6 APRIL: Kl SERI RECOVERS FROM SEAS| CKNESS. YAY.

7 APRIL: ALLOANED TO CAST ON SHI P TO PRACTI CE. SOVE STUPI D BASTARD
G VES TASTE OF TH NGS TO COVE BY BLOW NG UP SOVE WATER WTH A
BOLT OF SUNLI GHT AND UPSETTI NG THE CREW

8 APRIL: STORM CLOUDS. SHIT. GET GEAR TOGETHER AND PUT | N FLOAT,
OTHERS TIE THI NGS AND SELVES DOM APPROPRI ATELY. FUCKW TS.
SPELL OF LIGHT ON SH P SO EVERYONE CAN SEE HONVMJCH SH T WE RE



IN. BAD STORM LICGHTS GO OUT HALFWAY, SO RENEVED. EI DELON
FALLS IN LOVE WTH A SAI LOR NOT SURPRI SED.

9 APRIL: 18 HOURS AFTER STORM HI T, SAI LORS ALL BUGGERED, EI DELON
DENI ES RESPONSI BI LI TY. THORN SAYS WND IS WRONG CRONSNEST
REPORTS ENCRMOUS BLACK SAl LED FRI GATE COM NG TOMARDS US W TH
STORM ACCOVPANI MENT. NO FLAGS. OTHERS START PREPARI NG FOR
MELEE SO | SUGGEEST WE ASK OUR EMPLOYERS WHAT I T'S WORTH TO
THEM TO HAVE OUR PROTECTI ON. NOT' A FUCKI NG CHARI TY, AFTER ALL.
ASANTE | DENTI FI ES JABAKU, SAYS TO LOOK FOR EYE. THULRANDI R
FI NDS GLASS BALL WTH EYE FLOATING IN I T I N BI LGES, EI DELON
GENTLY BATTLEAXES IT FREE. FUCKWT. D. A = ICE HARMG IT.
AGRI VANE THOUGHTFULLY DEALS W TH PROBLEM AND TROWPS ON I T.
FUCKW T. ENORMOUS AGCGRESSI VE ASPARAGUS SPRI NGS UP AND ATTACKS
HM QUOTE THORN: "0O0O... MAG C." THE ORI G NAL DUMB WOVAN.
M SS D. A FUCK. SQOVE STUPI D BASTARD CASTS SOLAR FLARE. | GRAB
BUCKET OF WATER THREE PULSES LATER SH P IS SET ON FIRE. THROWN
BUCKET OF WATER AND JUWP OVERBOARD TO RESCUE FRI ED SAI LOR,
FOLLOWED BY KISERI . EVENTUALLY GET H M BACK. FUCKI NG NEAR
DROWNED MYSELF. ASANTE SAYS PLANT MAG C = ASHATELL, WHO ARE
THEN NOTI CED BEHI ND US AS WELL. FUCKI NG MARVELLOUS. HAVE TO
FI ND ANOTHER EYE. ASANTE SUSPECTS A TRAI TOR, STARTS TESTI NG
CREW W TH TRUTHFI NDI NG RI NG, OTHERS FI ND EYE, AGRI VANE USES
TRIED AND TRUE DESTRUCTI VE METHOD TO DEAL WTH I T AND GETS
BLASTED. HA. VH LE DI SRACTED, COK "FALLS' OVERBQARD. EVERYONE
| GNORES H M CHALDAK SHI P APPEARS ON FORWARD HORI ZON. SHI T
FUCK. JABAKU SHOOT AT ASHATELL. AGRI VANES | DEA: SURRENDER AND
LET THEM FIGHT |IT OUT AMONGST THEMSELVES, THEN TAKE ON
SURVI VORS. DULY | GNORED WHEN THE JABAKU FI RE AT US. ANOTHER
SH P APPEARS BEHIND OUT OF STORM I N SORRY STATE. DESTI NY:
CONS| DERED POTENTI AL ALLI ES BY EI DELON. THEY TAKE ONE LOOK AT
ALL THE OTHERS AND HEAD BACK | NTO THE STORM SOME DEFENSI VE
SPELLS CAST, THEN SERIES OF SOLAR FLARES SET UP TO CATCH
JABAKU SHI P WHO ARE STEADI LY GAI NI NG THORN FI RES OFF SQOVE
GO0D SHOTS | NTO THE ENEMY, THEN SOLAR FLARES GO OFF AND CATCH
THEM SNOW STORM ON SELVES TO PUT I T OUJI. DECIDE TO TURN
TOWARD CHALDAK: BEST CHANCE OF SURRENDER/ SURVI VAL. BOULDER
CATCHES RI G3 NG JABAKU AND ASHATELL ENGAGE, JABAKU THROWS
GRAPPLES. SLOA5 PURSU T. ASHATELL BREAKS FREE, JABAKU CONTI NUE
CHASE. ANTI-R GE NG SHOT FROM JABAKU, THEN THEY CATCH US,
GRAPPLES WTH CHAINS, AND GO TO BOARD. SMALL FIGHT, THEN
CHALDAK RAM JABAKU AM DSHI PS, BREAKI NG CONTACT. FIN SH OFF
BOARDERS AS DIMTRI FALLS OVERBOARD. FUCKW T. AGRI VANE
EVENTUALLY DEIGNS TO RESCUE HM SOMVE STUPID FUCKW T CASTS
STAR WNGS AND FLIES OFF TO TAKE ON THE JABAKU SH P H MSELF AS
| THROTTLE LAST BQARDER LCSE A BET TO DIM TRI. FUCK. FLI GHTY
BUGCER RETURNS AND OFFERS LIFT TO ASANTE OVER TO CHALDAK.
ASANTE SAYS ATTACKS "SOVETH NG POLI TI CAL". NO KIDDI NG |
THOUGHT THREE DI FFERENT RACES WERE AFTER MY AUTOGRAPH. NO
DETAI LS/ GUESSES FORTHCOM NG DECIDES TO GO TO CHALDAK WHO
OFFERS US 25 000 SP TO SINK JABAKU SH P. MEANVH LE KI SERI
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THI NKS DAL' TCSH |'S PACTED: FOUND A H DDEN BAT WH LE LOCKI NG
FOR EYES. FAIL D.A OF COURSE. FUCK. ASANTE AND BI RD BOY
RETURN. EIDELON HAS TH S GREAT PLAN. WE ATTACK THE JABAKU
FRI GATE AND BOARD HER, BIRD BOY FLIES IN AS | TAKE OQUT AIR
MACES, THEN WE KI LL EVERYONE HELPED BY 20 CHALDAK. EMPLOYERS,
UNDER THE M STAKEN | MPRESSI ON HE'S OFFERI NG A PLAN WE CAN
ACCOWPLI SH, AGREE. EUCK. EIDELON IS MAD. DIMTRI G VES H M
ARSEHOLES. SOMVEONES SPELL BACKFIRES SO | DON T  GET
I NVI SIBILITY BUT THULRANDI R DOES. AS WE CHARCE JABAKU THE
CHALDAK ARE HI T BY SOVE KIND OF TORPEDO, FREEZE UP AND STOP.
| RECOMMEND LEAVI NG MORE SUNBEAMS HI T THE JABAKU, ONCE MORE
FROZEN. GET INTO RANGE, | THROW GRAPPLE AND MAKE MYSELF
SCARCE, THEN BOARD HER. ABQUT 26 ON DECK. OIHERS TEAR UP
(AGRI VANE LATE CAUSE HE HAS TO FINISH A CRAP) AND ATTACK
CAN T SEE ANY Al R MAGES, OR ANY MAGES FOR THAT MATTER, BUT DO
SEE HAGGARD LACKEY RUNNI NG TOMRD THE TOMNER, SO FOLLOW OTHERS
HAVI NG PROBLEM5S OF FOOTI NG ON SLI PPERY DECK. PLAGUERI DDEN
ZOVBl E THI NGS APPEAR AND MOVE SLOALY TOWARD FRAY. | GO DOMN
TOVNER, NASTY PLACE, WALLS COVERED I N DI SEASE SHI T, | NTO ROOM
WTH 4 JABAKU SITTING AROUND THE CAPTAIN, CHANTING HT
CAPTAIN WTH PARALYSATI ON PO SON, DIDN T WORK. FUCK. SO STI CK
H MWTH DOCTORED MAI NGAUCHE, THEN SLI P A GARROTTE AROUND HI S
NECK. LACKEYS GO NUTS AND SCRATCH AT ME LI KE BI TCHES, THEN THE
CAPTAIN BUYS | T AND THEY ALL DRCP. | GRAB THE BALLS OQUT OF H' S
HANDS. MEANVWH LE, ZOwBI E TH NGS MOW THROUGH THEI R OAN SI DE TO
GET TO THE OTHERS. ARWEN AND AGRI VANE GO DOWN. THEN ALL THE
ZOVBI E THI NGS DROPPED AND THE CREW VENT NUTS AND THE SHI P
STARTED TO DI SAPPEAR/ DI SSOLVE. | NOTICE TH'S, TOO. OTHERS
ABANDON SHI P, | FALL I NTO WATER AND LOSE MAI NGAUCHE, WHICH | S
STILL STICKING |IN CAPTAIN. EUCK. OIHERS PULL ME OQUT.
DAL' TOSH S CAPTAI N PLEASED, PARTY PLANNED. DEBRI EF, HEAL UP,
MENTI ON POSSI BI LI TY OF D SEASES. ROUND COF APPLAUSE FOR ME
RESCU NG PARTY. FUCKW TS. GET SCRATCH | NFECTI ONS SEEN TO. GO
TO PARTY. DAL' TOSH PLEASED, ASANTE WORDY: OFFERS US "I TEMS OF
POTENCY" EACH FOR SAVING SH P. LOTS OF M LKY STUFF. COME ON TO
KI SERI  AND EI DELON PROPCSI TI ONS ME. NOT | NTERESTED. MENS MEET
ON BOARD. EI DELON CALLS BATTLE "PRETTY CLOSE CALL" AND WARNS
ME OFF THE WOMVEN. BASTARD. AGRI VANE GETS RELI G QUS MORAL AS
WELL. GO BACK TO PARTY, CET PISSED, TRY TO PICK FI GAT W TH
AGRI VANE, FAIL. SHT.

14 APRIL: WEATHER FI NE, RECOVER FROM PARTY. DAL' TOSH AND ARWEN
GET COsY, SPEND HOURS IN H'S ROOM SHE SAYS HE' S TEACH NG HER
DANCES. | BET. MENTION PGSSI BI LITY THAT WOMAN OF SLAVE RACE
M GHT FIND THI NGS | NCONVEN ENT | F MAN OF MASTER RACE TAKES TOO
MUCH OF A FANCY FOR HER, ESPECI ALLY G VEN THEI R PENCHANT FOR
RESTOCKI NG SLAVE RACES OFF- PLANE BUT SHE SCOFFS. BI TCH. HOPE
SHE CETS TROUBLE.

15 APRIL: GO NG REALLY STI R-CRAZY SO GO AND PICK A FIGAT WTH A

SAI LOR. CREAMS ME, BASTARD, BUT | FEEL BETTER THEN NOTI CE
VWHP IS MSSING SHT. AG VANE GOES TO CONGRATULATE THE



ANTAGONI ST AND W NDS UP TERRORI SING H M PARTY UNSYMPATHETI C
ABQUT STUNNED SCRI BE. GOOD. EI DELON TALKS A BUNNY | NTO HEALI NG
ME. BACKFI RES AND STARTS TW TCHI NG THREATENS EI DELON, SO
EIDELON HTS HM SO AGRIVANE H TS EIDELON. QUOTE THORN:
"TRUST SCORPION: HE'S THE ONLY ONE | KNOW WHO CAN START A
FIGHT IN THE PARTY WHI LE UNCONCI QUS." ALL THROW WATER ON ME
"TIL I WAKE UP. FUCKWTS. ASANTE COVES ON BOARD TOW NG
ANTAGONI ST, TAKES H M TO RAIL AND DRAWS A KNI FE. | CLICK
BEFORE PARTY AND YELL NO BUT ASANTE CUTS H S THROAT AND SHOVES
THE BODY OVERBOARD. PARTY GETS VERY UNHAPPY, BLAMES ME.
DM TRl GETS RI GHTEQUS AND EI DELON SAYS |'M NOT' TO CAUSE ANY
MORE DEATHS. COWPLETE FUCKW T. AS THOUGH | DO I'T FOR THE FUN
O- I'T. RECKON BEI NG ON BAD Sl DE CF SAI LORS COULD CAUSE TROUBLE
FOR M SSION, SO VH LE PARTY G VING ME THE COLD SHOULDER GO AND
ASK JAQUI LO HOW | COULD MAKE AMENDS. TELLS ME | HAVE TO TAKE
CARE OF ASSAI LANTS (BRAKENS' ) W FE AND SPROG. EUCK.

16 APRI L: CAPTAIN SETS UP TOOLS FOR PLANE SHI FT. ALL PURI FY. N GHT
FALLS, GET TO H GH MANA ZONE. SOVE FUCKW T TOLD NOT TO CAST
(BELATEDLY) AS |IT DI STURBS THE VORTEX. SH T. BLACK HCLE
APPEARS. DAL' TOSH GRABS ARVEN, EVERYONE ELSE GRABS SHI P. GO
I N, VERY DARK. EI DELON CATATONI C, SCARED OF THE DARK. DI M TR
GETS WASHED LOOSE AS SH P ROLLS IN TUNNEL, GRABBED BY AGRI VANE
AND THULRANDIR. BIT HAIRY FOR A BIT: DM TR CETS WASHED LOCSE
AGAI N, GRABBED BY AGRI VANE AGAI N, ARWEN GETS WASHED LOCSE,
GRABBED BY HER GREENSKI NNED BOYFRI END. WON' T BE THE FI RST
TIME, | BET. OQUT OF HOLE | NTO LI GHT.

DAY 1: HOT. FLYING FUCK LOCSE KI SERI OVER WVHEN VE HI T WATER. SHE
GOES UNDER, EIDELON JUMPS IN TO RESCUE HER. WAIT. THEN ME
THEN ARWEN. THEN EIDELON AGAIN, AFTER SURFACING FOR A
BREATHER. THEN DIM TRI. WATER | MPGSSI BLE TO SEE THROUGH. SHE
EVENTUALLY SURFACES, SO WE ALL GET DRAGGED BACK ON BOARD.
FI RST | MPRESSI ONS: HOT. CLIFFS ON BOTH Sl DES, CARVED W TH
HEI ROGLYPHICS AND RIDDLED W TH CAVES, SLAVES CONTI NUI NG
DEVELOPMENT. BEHI ND, THE HOLE WE CAME QUT, 10" UP, GUSHI NG
WATER, WTH LOTS OF VINES HANG NG FROM I T. IN FRONT, MORE
HOLES, MORE SHIPS AND THE CI TY. FORMS A STEAM NG SPHERI CAL
| NLAND SEA. M LI TARY STYLE BOAT APPROACHES, SAIL HAS A DEVI CE
OF A BIG BIRD COM NG QUT OF THE SUN. COMVUNI CATES W TH QOURS
USI NG M RRORS. FUCKI NG HOT. CLEAN WEAPONS ETC. FIND QUT THE
M LKY STUFF IS CALLED KASTELL. | MPORTANT, THAT. APPROACH C TY,
SEE DESCRI PTI ON ABOVE. DAL' TOSH COVES QUT I N ALL HI S FI NERY,
IS G VEN A CHEST BY A WELCOM NG COW TTEE AT THE DOCKS. G VES
US EACH A TRANSLATION TORC FROM THE CHEST, ALL HAVE H' S
DEVI CE, ARVENS | S PARTI CULARLY | MPRESSI VE. | NTRODUCED TO SOME
OF DAL' TOSH S ALLIES I N TRADE: DWARVEN COURTI ER, ELF ASSASSI N
AND SOVE ORC NOBS. HEAD I NTO A TY, TAKE NOTES (AS ABOVE). SEE
NO VERM N, VERY LI TTLE POOR TRASH, NO LO TERERS. DI SREPUTABLE
TYPES MOVE QUI CKLY. LOTS OF TENSI ON AND COPS. SEE WATER AND
| CE FOR SALE, AND SALTY STUFF ON A STI CK. FUCKI NG HOT. GET TO
STREET LEADI NG DI RECTLY TO PALACE WTH NO PEOPLE ON IT.



| NSTANT SUSPI Cl ON | N PARTY, NERVOUS BASTARDS. SOVE COWMPLETE
NUTTER SETS A WHOLE LOT OF SOLAR FLARES DOWN THE STREET WHERE
WE HAVE YET TO WALK. DAL' TOSH GETS NERVOUS OF QUI ET AND STARTS
US DOMN STREET. START HEARI NG A NO SE LI KE SURF, | GUESS SERF
(RIOT, FOR ALL YOU SLOWFUCKW TS). SOLAR FLARE #1 GOES OFF AND
| START RUNNI NG MORE SCARED OF ADVENTURERS THAN REVOLTI NG
SLAVES. #2 GOES OFF, M SSED ME. NO SE BECOMES DEFI NI TE RI OT.
| DUCK | NTO COVER EVERYONE SCATTERS. CROAD COMES OVER SCUNGY
DRESSED HUVANS, OCCASI ONAL SCUNGY DRESSED ELF. WLD. |'M FI NE.
DAL' TOSH, ASANTE, JAQUI LO EIDELON, THORN AND THULRANDI R ( ALL
IN A GROUP) START CETTI NG BUFFETTED SO DAL' TOSH STARTS PULLI NG
THE OTHERS ONTO A ROCF. | GET W NKLED OUT, SO DECI DE TO FI ND
SOVETHING QUT IN R OT. KISERI AND ARNEN CGET CAUGHT UP AS WELL,
ALREADY LOST DIM TRI AND AGRI VANE. | FIND A RANTER, TALKS CF
A PROPHET, THE HEAVENS, THE TIME IS NOW TO THE PALACE
BULLSHI T. NOT MJUCH SENSE, SEE SYMBOL. TRY TO GET OUT AGAI N.
ARVEN GETS OQUT TO BE SURROUNDED BY DWARVES W TH SPEARS, THEN
ARRESTED BY ELVES. SPEARWALL CONTI NUES DOWN STREET AND RUNS
OVER KI SERI'. NASTY. | GRAB ROOFTOP AND AM JUST M SSED BY THE
DWARVES, BUT ARE PICKED OFF BY THE ELVES FOLLOWN NG VERY
NASTY. FIVE OF THE BASTARDS TIE ME TO A POLE AND BUGGER CFF,
| GNORI NG MY CLAI M5 OF ASSCCI ATION TO DAL' TOSH. STILL HAVE
MAI NGAUCHES AND BLOWPI PE, BUT ALL OTHER GEAR TAKEN. RI OT GETS
SANDW CHED BETWEEN SPEAR WALLS AND STARTS GETTI NG VERY UQY.
DAL' TOSH, ASANTE AND THULRANDI R REALLY COP | T. EVENTUALLY
BREAK | NTO HOUSE AND BARRI CADE SELVES 'TIL CONSTABULARY
ARRI VES. GROUND COVERED I N BLOOD. DAL' TOSH GCES QUT AND STARTS
BI TCHHNG ABQUT HOW THE SITUATION HAS "PROGRESSED TO
RELI G OQUSLY INSPIRED RIOI" THEN STARTS BITCH NG ABOUT
STUPI DI TY OF CONSTABULARY AND PUTS OUT A CALL FOR US VWHO ARE
M SSING | CGET MANACLED TO A LONG LI NE OF HUMANS AND LED CFF.
PROM SE DEM SE OF GUARD, REMEMBER HI S FACE. ARVWEN CETS LOCKED
ON DI RECTLY IN FRONT OF ME SO | BREATHE DOMN HER NECK. SHE
KICKS ME | N KNEECAP. FUCK. PROM SE HER DEM SE. VH PPED FOR
TALKI NG GET TO PALACE, PUT I N BARRACKS W TH MANY OTHERS -
STANDI NG ROOM ONLY, AND VERY HOT. WAIT TO BE PROCESSED AND CET
| NFO ON THE PROPHETS AND ORLI X' S MERCS (THEY ASSUME |' M ONE) .
TALKI NG ABQUT RELI G ON STARTS ANOTHER RI OT. MEANVHI LE, KI SER
WAKES I N "HOSPI TAL" BANDAGED HEAD TO FOOT, AND THE MAI N PARTY
GETS SHOM TO NI CE COOL QUARTERS I N THE PALACE CGROUNDS AND ARE
G VEN FOOD, DRI NK AND HEALI NG BASTARDS. AGRI VANE AND DI M TRI
STILL M SSING TWO HOURS LATER, THI NGS CALMED, DOCORS OPEN.
GUARDED ELF COVES |IN AND ASKS FOR SERVANTS OF BACKRUN
DAL' TOSH DON T WANT TO LOCSE COVER, SO KEEP QUI ET. ARWEN GOES
OUT AND LEAVES ME TO I T. BITCH EVENTUALLY FIND SOMVE COF THE
LEADERS, MEMORISE A FACE. MAKE WAY TO DOOR FOR WHEN IT'S
OPENED AGAIN AND PASS OQUT I N HEAT. MEANWH LE, KISERI GETS
FOUND AND HEALED UP A BIT AND THE OTHERS CET OUR GEAR BACK.
TWD HOURS LATER DAL' TOSH VI SITS THEM SAYS SI TUATION | S OVER,
BUT STILL LARGE NUMBERS OF POLI CE AROUND, SO G VES THEM ROBES




W TH H S DEVI CE EMBLAZONED ACROSS AND SOME MONEY AND SAYS TO
HAVE A NI GHT ON THE TOW I N THE TOP THREE LEVELS. SAYS HE' S
STILL LOOKI NG FOR M SSI NG MEMBERS, | NCLUDI NG ME: ARVEN SAYS
NOTH NG THULRANDI R SAYS SOVETHI NG ABOUT ME BEI NG THE "#1 MOST
WANTED | N THE COUNTRY I N FI VE HOURS'. ALL GET NI CE REFRESHI NG
RESTORATI VE DRINKS. FUCK 'EM ALL. CAN T HELP ARVENS LEG
THOUGH. HA. AT TH'S PO NT AGRI VANE AND DIM TRl SHOW UP. SAYS
THEY WENT UNCO I N THE R OT AND WOKE UP I N A COOL PLACE W THOUT
CLOTHES OR ARMOUR AND COVERED W TH O NTMENT. SOUNDS GOOD. THEN
SOME BI G GUYS CAME IN AND GAVE THEM WHI TE ROBES AND VEI LS,
THEN LED THEM UP THROUGH THE WARRENS TO EVENTUALLY TURF THEM
GENTLY IN THE STREET. THEY NOTED THAT HUMANS REACTED IN A
SEM - RELI G OUS WAY TO THE ROBES AS THEY TRIED TO FIND THEI R
WAY BACK. EVENTUALLY ASKED AN ELF THE WAY TO BACKRUN DAL' TOSH,
WAS SHOMN TO A COP-SHOP AND FROM THERE TO THE QUARTERS.
MEANVH LE, | COME TO AS DOOR BESI DE ME COPENS, PRQJECT AND SLIP
OUT PAST SPEARS AS SI MULACRUM G VES THE GUARDS THE FI NGER.
MUST HAVE LOOKED GOOD TO THE REBELS. FIND JAQUI LO, GET HEALED
UP ABIT, DECCDE | DON T WANT TO TALK TO THE OTHERS SO GET H M
TO SHOW ME THE WAY TO THE SAILORS PUB. GET THEM TO SHOW ME
THE WAY TO BRACKEN S WOVAN. GO THROUGH RABBI T WARREN BI G TI ME,
GET SHOMN DOWN SOME STEPS TO A CURTAIN. SAY THEY' LL HANG
AROUND. GET IMPRESSION IT'S NOT FOR MY BENEFIT. CLAP AND
ENTER. NI CE ROOM WOVAN AND CHI LDREN (TWO. FUCK) | N SHADOWS.
SHE COMES FORWARD. FUCKI NG AMAZI NG SHE, AL-AHLINA, AND THE
KIDS, AGALO (9) AND MRID (3) G VE ME | NSTANT ANTI PATHY.
SU TS ME. TALK A BIT, G VE HER TWO CHO CES: G VE HER A LUWP
SUM AND LEAVE HER, OR SHE PACKS UP AND COMES TO SEAGATE.
INHERIT A WFE. LEND HER A RING TO SEAL STATUS IN EYES OF
EMPLOYERS THEN SHE PACKS EFFECTS | NTO CHEST. ROPE I N LO TER NG
SAILORS TO HELP CARRY THE FUCKING THING TO DAL' TOSH S
QUARTERS. G VE THAT FUCKI NG NASTY WEASEL TO AGALO TO LOOK
AFTER BI G JOKE. GET JAQUILO S HELP MOVING AL | N AND HE SAYS
THE SAILORS ALL GOT THE SACK DUE TO SOVE MONEY THAT WENT
M SSI NG FROM DAL' TOSH S SAFE DURI NG THE VOYAGE. TELL HIM I'M
NOT A FUCKI NG SOCI AL WORKER BUT |'D MENTION I T. THNGS | DO TO
KEEP A M SSI ON SAFE. FEEDI NG MY FACE WHEN OTHERS RETURN. FI ND
OUT THAT THULRANDI R EVENTUALLY WENT LOOKING FOR ME IN THE
BARRACKS, FOUND DOOR DWARVES UNCO- OPERATI VE SO GO GETS WRI TTEN
ORDERS FROM SOVE BUREAUCRATI C ELF IN A RED BU LDING THEN GOES
BACK, GETS IN, CAN T FIND ME, SURROUNDED BY PROBABLE ENEM ES
WANTS TO HAVE THE WHOLE LOT D. A ED TO SEE IF |'M H DI NG HA!
ARVEN CHECKS OUT W TH RECORD KEEPER, NO SIGN OF ME BEING
PROCESSED. El DELON WORRI ED SO SHE CHECKS AGAI N USI NG MY COBRA
ALIAS. NO LUCK. HA. DECIDE TO GO SHOPPING WH LE DIM TR
SUGGESTS THEY CHECK OUT THE WHOREHOUSES FOR ME. | W SH.
AGRI VANE GETS SOME OFF- THE- RACK ARMOUR, ARWEN GETS HER ARMOUR
REPAI RED AND BUYS A BATTLEAXE. ALL GO TO LARGE, NO SY, OPEN
PLANNED HUMAN TAVERN. GET DRINKS, AGRI VANE AGRI VATES
THULRANDI R GENERALLY SOOI AL TIME. MEET A HUVAN ACCEPTED DWARF




CALLED MACREL. JAQUI LO EVENTUALLY LEADS THEM HOME, TELLS THEM
"M BACK. TELL THEM WOMAN | S MY PRI ZE, KILLED HUSBAND. FILL
THEM IN ON STUFF |'VE FOUND OQUT ABOUT CI TY AND PEOCPLE, AND
MENTI ON SAI LORS. KISERI OMNS UP TO THE THEFT, SAYS I T WAS TO
COVER HER TRAI L WHEN SHE FOUND THE BAT. MY | DEA: DOCTOR CO NS
TO LOXK LIKE BAD MVAGC HT THEM THEN RETURN WTH STORY OF
ACCI DENTALLY TELEPORTI NG THEM W TH A BACKFI RE. KI SERI GETS TO
WORK. THULRANDI R STARTS GETTI NG SENTI MENTAL TO ME ABOUT MY
ABSENCE SO | RETIRE WTH AL. SHE STARTS SERI QUSLY GETTI NG ON
MY WCK SO I GET PLASTERED AND PASS QOUT.

DAY 2: "I TEMS OF POTENCY" DELIVERED I N EARLY MORNI NG PARTY FALL
OVER THEMSELVES | N ENTHUSI ASM TO GET ME UP TO D. A. THEM AND
EXPER ENCE MY HANGOVER AL RESCUES ME. EVENTUALLY COVE QUT AND
CHECK VWHETSTONE: NOT TRAPPED, WARDED OR CURSED, 1S MAGQ CAL,
THEN JAQUILO TURNS UP AND TELLS US TO DRESS FOR | MPERI AL
AUDI ENCE, LEAVE I N TWO HOURS. FEEL FUCKED, AND AL GETS IN MY
FACE WH LE |' M DRESSI NG SO | ADVI SE SHE TAKES A WALK AND GOES
BUY THOSE THI NGS SHE NEEDS FOR A HANGOVER CURE. NASTY MOOD.
SHE LEAVES. CET QUT AND GRAB SOVE MELON. ALL FANCI ED UP EXCEPT
AGRIVANE WHO DIDN T PUT ON THE FOPS CLOTHES (DAMN) BUT
| NSTEAD S WEARI NG H' S SKULL AND DEATH ARMOUR AND CAPE. RECKON
HE' LL I MPRESS THE LOCALS. G RLS LOOK GOOD. SOVE WEAPONS
BETWEEN US, DON' T TELL THE OTHERS WHAT |' M CONCEALI NG LEAVE
FOR PALACE FOLLOWN NG JAQUI LO. NI CE DECOR. SEE ORCS, ELVES AND
THE OCCAS|I ONAL DWARF, WOVENFOLK UNBELI EVABLE SO TELL KISER TO
REMEMBER ONE SO | CAN SHOW BALODE WHEN WE GET BACK. JAQUI LO
DECI DES ON DI SCRETI QN, TAKES US BY A LESS TRAVELLED PATH. GET
TO LONG TUNNEL / KILL ZONE, GO THROUGH TO GET TO PALACE. GET
TO DAL' TGSH S ROOM HE'S THERE W TH ASANTE. TELLS US TO STI CK
WTH HHM WLL BE ABOUT 2 - 3 HOURS BEFORE PRESENTATI ON, SO
FRESHEN UP AND EAT A BIT. KISERI RETURNS THE MONEY, DI THERS
OVER EXPLANATI ON. NEXT TIME G VE HER A SCRI PT. DAL' TOSH TELLS
OF NULL ZONE ARCUND EMPERCR AND RULES ABQOUT NOT CASTI NG PLAN
OF ATTACK: FOLLOW DAL' TCSH I N, STAY DEFERENTI AL AND BEH ND
H M CAREFUL OF WHATEVER YOU SAY | N COURT, |NSULT LEADS TO
DUEL. M SSILE WEAPONS FROWMNED UPON, DRAW NG WEAPONS | N
EMPERORS PRESENCE LEADS TO THE DUNGEON AND NO CASTI NG ALL
PRESENT W LL BE SOCI AL SUPERI ORS, SO WHAT ELSE IS NEW W LL
STAY AT BACK OF AUDI ENCE CHAMBER UNTI L PRESENTATI ON, WHEN W LL
BE | NTRODUCED AND THE M SSI ON PUBLI CALLY ANNCUNCED. THEN
RETI RE AND DI SPERSE. EMPERCRS Tl TLE = EMPEROR. BOW FROM WAI ST
TO ALMOST 2 O CLOCK. DAL' TOSH AMUSED BY CURTSY, CALLED IT A
SQUAT. PUT ARVENS NOSE OUT OF JAO NT. GOI' ALL OUR NAMES AND
TI TLES FOR PROPER | NTRODUCTI ON. ElI DELON PRACTI SES H S SPEECH
AND Kl SERI PRACTI SES CURTSYI NG TWO OTHER BACKRUNS JO N US,
DEVI CES DAGGER GUARD AND TALONED HAND = ALLIES. SUGGEST
DAL' TOSH S ENEM ES M GHT BE TIED IN WTH THE RELI G ON, AND
THAT SOVEONE PRESENT MAY CAUSE TROUBLE FOR HI'M  YAY. ALL FILE
QUT TOMRD THRONE ROOM ENTER NULL ZONE. THRONE ROOM BI G WELL
GQUARDED, FULL OF TALKING EMPERCOR = BLACK ORC DRESSED IN GOLD




SI TTING ON A BLACK THRONE EXTRUDED FROM A MASS MURDERER. MOST
COURTIERS ARE ORCS. WE RE NOTICED, | MVEDI ATE PHYSI CAL
ALI GNMENT OBVI QUS, LOTS OF NEGATIVE COWMENT. STAND BEH ND
DAL' TOSH BI TI NG TONGUE AND OGGLI NG THE LADI ES. DAL' TOSH W NS
MOST RI TUALI STI C HAND WRESTLI NG EXCEPT VERSUS ORC W TH DEVI CE
OF STYLI SED HERON. SOMVE HOT ORC HONEY COMVES ON TO HHM  EMPEROR
MAKES ECONOM C ANNOCUNCEMENT: LESS | NPORT TAX ON SLAVES W TH
TWO YEARS TRAINING  SLAVES VWHO HAVE BEEN SLAVES SI NCE
ADOLESENCE, AND SLAVES NOT FROM A WAR ZONE. NI CE WAY TO KEEP
THEM UNDER CONTROL. EMPEROR ANNOYED AT BACKRUN WHO BROUGHT I N
TROUBLEMAKERS. WE MOVE UP, LOTS OF | NTEREST AND COMVENT. SOVE
POORER CRC CGRANTED 33 SHARES I N A GATE FOR HI S SERVI CE. HUMAN
PRI SONER BROUGHT FORTH, SOVEHOW CONNECTED TO MARTYRS. SAYS HE
I S NOT' REPENTANT, AND W LL NOTI BE FOREVER EMPEROR CONSI DERS
DEATH OR WORSE, BUT DECI DES TO MAKE THE HUVAN A BODY SERVANT
TO ACT AS AN EXAMPLE. ROYAL BEASTMASTER = FALAL. FROGVARCHES
HUVAN OUT. OUR TURN. DAL' TOSH REVEALS PLAN AS H' S COM NG CF
AGE RITE, G VES DETAI LS AND BACKGROUND. RECKON ECHELON PLAN
GOOD WAY OF TAM NG DI SSI DENTS AS WELL AS OTHERW SE USELESS
PORTAL, THOUGH A LI TTLE PEEVED THI S WASN' T MENTI ONED EARLI ER.
ORC WTH DEVICE OF FLAM NG BALL STEPS FORWARD, NOT HAPPY.
SHADOWED BY HOT ORC WOVAN WHO MAKES EYE CONTACT TO DAL' TCSH
AND GETS H M ALL AGGRAVATED. FLAM NG BALL STARTS MOUTH NG OFF
AT DAL' TOSH AND US, SURPRI SED DAL' TOSH DI DN' T CHALLENGE THEN
AND THERE - | WOULD HAVE, CAME FUCKI NG CLOSE. SEEMS FLAM NG
BALL HAS A PRCBLEM W TH OUR LACK OF REFERENCES AND RADI CAL AS
OPPOSED TO TRADI TI ONAL WAYS OF DEALI NG W TH PROBLEMs. COULD
HAVE BEEN PLAYI NG THE EMPERCR / COURT W TH THAT LAST COMMENT.
THEN A LOUD BANG AND ALL THE SKYLI GHATS SHATTER. DIM TRl GETS
DANGERSENSE. NO KIDDING W MOVE TO PROTECT DAL' TOSH, |
PRQJIECT AS THE ENTI RE COURT EXCEPT MY FELLOW ADVENTURERS DRAWS
WEAPONS. EMPERCR HI TS THRONE DEFENSES, THREE QUT OF FOUR STEPS
TO H' S DI AS SHOW OBVI QUS SHEI LDI NG MAG CS. AVvO D THE FOURTH
VWHI LE DODAE NG FALLI NG GLASS. ORLIX'S MERCS POUR | N THROUGH
SKYLI GHTS, APPARENTLY OUT OF SHADOAS | N THE THRONE ROOM AND
THROUGH A PORTAL THAT OPENED WTH A BANG VERY CLOSE TO THE
THRONE. FALLI NG BASTARDS FLARE OUT | NTO THE COURT, APPARENTLY
ON SET FLI GHT PATHS, ATTACK THE ORCS WTH LOTS OF MOMENTUM
THOSE ON WALLS THROW GRENADOES. DAL' TOSH ORDERS US TO FALL
BACK TO THE WALL. SEE H S HOT NEMESI S ATTACKED. THULRANDIR H' T
SLI GHTLY BY A STICKY FI RE GRENADO. | SEE FLAM NG BALL SNEAK
BEH ND THE PORTAL ENTRANCE. DAL' TOSH ROARS IN PAIN (? - DDN T
SEE ANYTHING GET H M AND CHARCES | NTO THE FI RE AROCUND THE
PORTAL. CET EYEFUL OF ARVEN WH PPI NG HER SKI RTS OFF AS | GO
AFTER DAL' TOSH. WEE. THEN MY SI MULACRUM BURSTS | NTO FLANME.
FUCK! | GET SEEN, AND THERE' S A HOSTI LE MAG C USER QUT THERE
SOVEWHERE. RECKON DAL' TOSH UPSET AT THAT WOVAN BEI NG ATTACKED.
COURT DOORS BURST CPEN AND A WHOLE LOT OF DWARVES COME | N W TH
Pl KES. FUCK. DAL'TCSH PLOANS THROUGH THE PORTAL GUARDI ANS,
GENERALLY APPEARS BATTLE TURNI NG TO ORCS. AGRI VANE FOLLOWS



HM | AVO D COVMBAT, DM TR RESI STS HOSTI LE MANA, THULRANDI R
G VES SOMVEONE ANOTHER ORI FI CE. NASTY. SOME STUPI D BASTARD
CASTS SOLAR FLARE. OH NO. THRONE AND EMPEROR AND ALL DI SAPPEAR
DOMN A HOLE | SWEAR WASN T SUPPCSED TO BE THERE. DAL' TOSH GETS
THROUGH THE MERCS, HAS GONE BERSERK BY THE LOOK OF | T, THEN
GETS TO WOVAN AND STARTS CRYI NG DOESN T SEEM TO NOTI CE MERCS
STILL ON HM SO.AR FLARE DUE TO GO OFF AND AGRI VANE,
THULRANDI R, EIDELON AND ME ARE STILL IN THE AREA WTH
DAL' TOSH. SMART. SEE FLAM NG BALL BEH ND PORTAL, RECKON HE' S
GOT SOVETHI NG TO DO WTH THE MAG C SO BLOADART H M AMAZI NG
SHOT! HE WON' T BE CGETTING UP FOR A WH LE. PROBABLY GET TOASTED
BY THE SCLAR FLARE. A GONG SCUNDS AND THE MERCS RUN FOR THEI R
PORTALS, THOSE THAT DON T MAKE | T DI SI NTEGRATE AS THE PORTALS
CLOSE. FUCKI NG DWARF GUARDS TURN THEI R ATTENTI ONS TO US. WE
PUSH DAL' TOSH OUT TO DEAL WTH THEM EIDELON CHECKS THE
WOMAN' S BODY: PRONOUNCED DEAD. THEN HE GETS ZAPPED W TH AN
AGONY SPELL, RESISTS BUT SPENDS SOVE TI ME WRI THI NG NEXT TO THE
BODY. SUSPECT. KI SERI AND THORN HI DE BEHI ND ASANTE AS DWARVES
ADVANCE. SOLAR FLARE GCES OFF BUT FAILS TO GET THOUGH
SKYLI GHTS EXCEPT TO LI GHT THE WALLS. DWARVES CHARGE, ALL BUT
THULRANDI R AND DAL' TOSH SCARPER, AGRI VANE TRIES TO PULL THE
LATTER AND TRI GGERS H M TO GRABBI NG ARVEN AND RUNNI NG W TH US.
THULRANDI R GETS HHT WTH HANDS OF EARTH, SAYS "ARE THEY TRYI NG
TO RESTRAIN ME, OR IS THAT A HELPI NG HAND?". RECKON THEY
SHOULD SLAP ONE OVER H'S MOUTH. ME AND DIM TRI DODGE DWARVES
AS THEY HERD THE OTHERS | NTO THE WALLS. DAL' TOSH COVERS ARVEN,
AGRI VANE COVERS DAL' TOSH. DIM TRI: "JUST GOES TO SHOW - YQU
TEAR YOUR SKI RT OFF AND GUYS JUWP ALL OVER YOQU." | GET HT BY
AGONY, CAN STILL RUN THOUGH OFFERED LI TTLE SYMPATHY. DI M TRI
MOUTHS OFF AT ME SO I TRY TOH T HM MSS. FUCK. WE G VE UP
AND GET PUMMVELLED FOR I T. ALL GET MANACLED TOGETHER EXCEPT
DAL' TOSH (AND CO ') AND ARVEN, THEN GET HERDED QUT WTH LOTS COF
CEREMONY. TAKEN TO DUNGEONS, VERY DEEP UNDER PALACE, STUCK IN
A CELL ALL TOGETHER TELL THULRANDIR TO PICK MY LOCKS,
DI SCOVER WHOLE PARTY BUNCH OF OLD WOMEN, AFRAI D TO MOVE EVEN
THOUGH THE NEXT TIME OUR DOOR OPENS |IT COULD EASILY BE THE
ENEMY. STILL HAVE BLOAPI PE, OTHERS UNARMED. ASANTE TURNS UP,
SAYS HE' LL CGET US RELEASED AND OFF PLANE W TH N THE DAY.
PLEASED WTH OUR JOB, WLL EMPLOY AGAIN (PROBABLY 6 - 12
MONTHS TI ME, WHEN TH NGS HAVE SETTLED DOWN). SAYS THE EMPEROR
IS STILL M SSING LEAVES. DIMTRI AGREES WTH ME TO MOVE,
G VEN BAD SITUATION REPORT - ANARCHY AFTER EMPERORS
DI SAPPEARANCE NOTI' GOCD FOR HOPES OF DI PLOVATI C TREATMENT.
OTHERS VOTE TO LEAVE ME MANACLED. FUCKW TS. SAY WE W LL MOVE
|F WE' RE STILL HERE I N 24 HOURS. MAKE DART FOR BLOWPI PE FROM
BONES OF PREVI QUS TENANTS. COUNT GUARDS AS THE HOURS PASS,
THEN ACRI VANE STARTS PRAYI NG FUCKWT. HEAR LOUD MARCHI NG
STOPS QUTSI DE DOOR, THEN I'T OPENS. SEE ARROAS SI LHOUETTED BY
LI GHT, THEN ELVES WEARI NG DARK GREEN AND FLAM NG BALL DEVI CE.
FUCK. CONCEAL WEAPON WH LE TELLING OTHERS THEY' RE ALL



FUCKWTS. LOTS OF QU LTY LOOKS. DWARF ENTERS, CARRYI NG CESTUS
AND WARHAMMER, SAYS HE | NTENDS TO MOVE US. GETS SHEI LD BARGED
FROM BEH ND BY DI FFERENT ELVES DRESSED | N BLACK AND COVERED | N
SOOT. NI NJA ELVES. ElI DELON SUGGESTS CONGA- CHAI NI NG THE ENEMY,
SINCE IT'D TAKE TOO LONG NOW TO CGET LOOSE. FUCKI NG MAD. WE
RETREAT, TAKING HMWTH US, | H DE BEHIND DIM TRI . LEAD ELF
I N BLACK | DENTI FI ED AS ASANTE. DEAL W TH OTHERS, THEN LET US
&, | GET A METAL WH P OFF A BCODY. YES! MAKES My DAY. OTHERS
ARM UP. | PROIECT, GO FORWARD TO CHECK, THEN FOLLOW ASANTE TO
GUARDROOM WHERE THE OTHERS GET THEI R WEAPONS BACK. ALL VERY
SECRETI VE AND SNEAKY. SAYS GEAR AND AL ALREADY AT DOCKS, JUST
VWAI TING FOR US. SHOANS WAY TO SECRET TUNNEL, 25' DROP | NTO
WATER = SEALEVEL, ALL JUMP, ACRI VANE SI NKS, EIDELON FINDS H M
FOLLOWED BY NI NJA ELVES, ASANTE LAST AFTER CLOSI NG TRAPDOOR.
FOLLOW CURRENT FOR 10 M NUTES, COVE OUT AT DOCKS. NI GHTTI ME.
FI ND BOAT FROM VOYAGE I N, FIXED, CLIMB ABOARD. GEAR AND AL
PRESENT. SAME SAI LORS, EVERYTHI NG CLEARED UP. DAL' TOSH THERE
WTH ARVEN AND GUARDS. G VES PRAI SE: " PERFORMANCE
OUTSTANDI NG', MAY (HOPES?) TO HAVE US BACK, DEPENDS ON
SI TUATI ON, WANTS COPY COF SCRIBE NOTES. EIDELON RESERVEDLY
AGREES. DAL' TOSH AND ARVWEN NOT RETURNING THI'S TRIP. SHE
STAYI NG TO "LEARN MORE OF CULTURE AND STUFF" BUT W LL BE BACK
IN TIME FOR THE NEXT GU LD MEETI NG - TRUSTS DAL' TOSH TO GET
HER BACK. SURE. | NFORMED OF TRADE GOCDS STONED FOR US, THEN
DAL' TOSH AND ARWEN LEAVE AND WE SET SAI L. ASANTE SHOWS US HOW
TO REMOVE COLLARS, |F WE WANT TO. RECKON TO LEAVE M NE ON FOR
VOYACGE - EASIER TO TEACH COWON TO AL AND KI DS. SHE BEDS DOMW
IN THE MENS CABIN WTH ME. | GNORES THE OTHERS. GET TO PORTAL,
SH P PASSES WRIT TO GUARD AND GETS PASSAGE THROUGH. | GET
Pl SSED ON KASTELL AND PASS QUT.

DAY 3: OUT OF PORTAL | NTO SUNSH NE. HUNGOVER. TRY AL'S SPECI AL
REMEDY, THROW UP.

SPEND DAYS TEACHI NG AL AND KI DS COVMON, NI GHTS GETTI NG PI SSED AND
MORNI NGS THROW NG UP AFTER SHE G VES ME HER SPECI AL REMEDY. WORKS,
THOUGH.

DAY 8: SEE DESTI NY MERCHANTMAN ON HORI ZON: TRADE BLOCKADE. FUCK.
KISERI GCES TO D SGQUJ SE TRADE GOODS, FAILS. | GET BLACK BALLS
AND CONCENTRATE ON TURNI NG US I NTO A Bl G BLACK JABAKU SHI P.
FAI LS, BUT LOSE MANA. FUCK. DESTI NY BRI BED TO LET US PASS. NO
PROBLEMS.

DAY 10 = APRIL 26: REACH SEAGATE AT EVEN NG ARVEN WAI TI NG AT THE
DOCKS AS THOUGH | T WAS NATURAL TO HER ASANTE TAKES COLLARS
AND G VES A G FT TO THE QU LD TO FACI LI TATE COVMUNI CATI ON TO
SALAMAKAR. G VE AL MY COAT SO NOT TO START RUMOURS OF WY
| NTEREST IN BLUE BIRDS. ALL DECI DE TO MEET AT THE PUB AT NOON
TOVORROW TO SORT OUT THE STUFF. EIDELON MAKES AN | NFORVAL
COVPLAI NT ABOUT ME TO THE GUI LD, ON PRI NClI PLE. FUCKW T.



