THE ECLI PSE

GAME PLAYED FROM JUNE 1997 TO SEPT 1997, GM = NCEL LI VINGSTON. THANKS,
NCEL.

CAST: SCORPI ON, HUMAN NAMER ( ANNA) SCRI BE
AXY, HUMAN NAMVER/ FI GHTER ( DARYL)
ROTHGAR, GREATER WEREWOLF FI RE MAGE ( SCOTT)
BALODE THE GOBLI N, GREATER GOBLI N M NDMAGE/ FI GHTER ( PATCHES)
GUSTAF, HUMAN FI GHTER/ RANGER ( ?)
AQUALI NA, MERMAI D(?) WATER MAGE (KEI TH)
GALAND, ELF |LLUSI ONI ST (?)
Gl DEON, ELF EARTH MAGE (M KE)

SUMVARY":

H RED BY THE GU LD TO GO TO THE FI LG SO AND OBSERVE THE CQOVBI NED

SOLSTI CE/ ECLI PSE AT THE 13TH M NUTE OF THE 13TH HOUR OF THE 15TH DAY OF
SNOW_LAST TIME TH S HAPPENED WAS PANJARI . GOT TO DESI GNATED AREA AFTER
DETOUR TO FI ND ROTHGAR WHO GOT' SNARED BY A DEATH CURSE Al MED AT FLI ERS
AND BATTLE WTH THE HUNTER: DEVIL W TH ATTI TUDE SENT BY THE DROW VHLE
THERE, MANAGED TO GET G T.N OF DEVIL, DRACOLICH(?). DI RETREES AND
AVATAR, AND LANGUAGE OF PANJARI FROM A RATMAN WHO IS I N FACT A MJTATED
HUVAN. WAS ADVI SED TO LEAVE BY THE GUI LD AT APPROACH OF A MANA STORM
PRECEEDI NG ECL|I PSE SO VWENT TO NOVODON TO WARN PRI NCE. REWARDED
HANDSOMVELY, SO RI DE SUCCESS | NTO THE STUPI DEST OF ALL PLOTS TO CATCH A
SPY (HAD BEEN OBSERVI NG AND RECORDI NG ALL SHI PPI NG I N AND QUT OF SEAGATE
FOR OVER A YEAR, PROBABLY FOR PI RATES) WHI CH FAI LED HORRI BLY AND
PROVPTED SLI NKI NG HOVE W TH TAI LS BETWEEN OUR LEGS VI A UNFRI ENDLY

TERRI TORY.

QU LD MEETI NG H RED BY THE GUI LD, SPECI FI CALLY FREDERI CK TQADSWORT,
HOBBI T OF THE ASTROLOGERS GUI LD, TO GO TO THE SCOUTH FI LG SO AND OBSERVE
THE COMVBI NED SCLSTI CE/ ECLI PSE AT THE 13TH M NUTE OF THE 13TH HOUR OF THE
15TH DAY OF SNOW EXPECT NEW STARS TO BE VI SI BLE, NAVI GATORS TO CHECK.
UNFORTUNATELY CAN' T WORK OUT THE ASTROLOGY FOR THE AREA AT THE TIME. IN
FACT, CAN T CGET ANY READI NGS AT ALL FOR 13 HOURS AND 13 M N AFTER

ECLI PSE. LAST TI ME SONVETHI NG LI KE THI S HAPPENED WAS PANJARI . FUCK. ALSO
W LL PAY US 1000 SP FOR EVERY MAP VWE CAN MAKE (BUT VWE DON T HAVE A
CARTOGRAPHER, SO THAT' S FUCKED), PHI LOSOPHERS AND LI NGUI STS WANT
LANGUAGES, AND THE NAMERS WANT NAMES. DON' T HAVE TO KEEP ANYTHI NG
SECRET. PARTY IS ME, THE GREENSKI N, THREE ELFI ES, ONE OF WH CH HAS A
STAI NLESS STEEL SPI NE STI CKI NG OUT OF H' S BACK (G DEON) AND ANOTHER
(ROTHGAR) TURNS | NTO A WVEREWOLF AND SCARES THE CRAP QUT CF ME, A BABE
CALLED AQUALI NA WHO WANTS TO SCRI BE BUT IS CONVI NCED TO BE BACKUP TO ME
- SHE CAN DO IT ON MY LAP ANY TI ME - AXY, AND GUSTAF VWHO WANTS TO BE
PARTY LEADER AND ML SCI AND SINCE HE'S A SWAMP RANGER AND THE BI T OF
THE FI LGESO WE' RE GO NG TO | S SUPPOSED TO BE A SWAMP, WE LET HM WLL
GET PAI D 200 SP/VEEK, PLUS 10,000 SP GUI LD SERVI CES AND THEY' LL d VE US
GREATERS FOR 4000 SP, AND ALL SALVAGE IS OURS. TOADSWORT OFFERS | NVESTED
STARW NGS AT 750 SP PER SO WE CAN FLY PARTWAY |F VE WANT. FILA SO IS
FUCKI NG BI G AND NASTY: NORTH IS G ANT SPI DERS, CHAOS WORSHI PPERS AND A
DRACOLI CH, M DDLE | S VERY, VERY, VERY H GH MANA AND LOTS OF DROW SOUTH
IS A SWAMP (WHERE WE' RE GO NG). YAY. EXPECT NO COWPETI TI ON, BUT COULD BE
| NTEREST | N THE ECLI PSE BY CHACS WORSHI PPERS, DROW BALROG AND

DRACOLI CH. YAY. DECI DE TO BOAT TO NOVODON. FUCK. EI GHT AND A HALF DAYS
ON WATER, PLUS TWO TO DRCOP OFF PO NT. FUCK. NO RUNE PORTALS IN FI L4 SO
TARGET ZONE 80 M LE I N FROM THE COAST = 20-30 M LE I NTO FOREST. COULD BE
STANDI NG STONES PRESENT. ALLOW NG 10 DAYS TO GO 30 M LE I NTO FI LA SO

WE' LL LEAVE 16 FROST. GET GREATERS DONE.




SPEND TWO WEEKS TRAI NI NG AND DO NG ML SCI STUFF. 13 FROST, FULL MOON-1,
THE STARS GO OQUT AND THE MOON IS BLOOD RED. EVEN | CAN SEE I T.
ASTROLOGERS AND CELESTI ALS NOT AVAI LABLE FOR COMVENT. HEAR I T ALSO
HAPPENED | N THE LUNAR EMPI RE. 14 FROST, FULL MOON, SAME AGAIN, ALL
ASTROLOGY SAYS DEATH AND DESTRUCTI ON, LUNATI CS GO BERKO. 15 FROST, FULL
MOON +1, SAME AS 13TH. SPEND NI GHT GETTI NG PI SSED W TH BALCDE.

16 FROST: STAGCER DOMN TO SHIP 5 AM PI SSED AS A NEWT AND AVO DI NG

KI DDI ES AT THE SOUP Kl TCHEN. AQUALI NA TAKE A BIT OF A DIP AND GETS ALL
PERKY. N CE. HEAR A ROAR FROM SOUP Kl TCHEN DI RECTI ON. BALODE TELLS ME

I T"S A 30" TROLL WEARI NG SQUASHED | NGOTS AS ARMOR AND CARRYI NG A FUCKI NG
GREAT THUMPY THI NG WHI CH HAS COME BURSTI NG OQUT OF THE HARBOUR AND | S NOW
GRABBI NG CHI LDREN, DI PPI NG THEM | NTO THE " SECRET HERBS AND SPI CES' BAG
AT I TS WAI ST, PARBO LI NG THEM W TH I TS STEAM BREATH AND EATI NG THEM
WOULDN T BELIEVE HHM (HE' S PI SSED, TOO) EXCEPT | CAN HEAR THE NO SE AND
| SEE THE MASONRY CET TRASHED AS I T TRIES TO HT THE PARTY WHO HAVE
STUPI DLY RUSHED | NTO THE FRAY. FUCKW TS. YELL AT THEM TO COME BACK SO WE
CAN CAST OFF AND GET THE FUCK OUT OF THERE BUT THEY WON' T. DRAGONFLAMES
HURTS IT A BIT, BUT IT HEALS | TSELF W TH ANOTHER PREPARED KI DDY. FUCK:
TROLL HEALING POTION. | T'S SMART ENOUGH TO TRY TO AMBUSH GUSTAF BUT

M SSES AND SENDS A KI DDY | NTO ORBI T. FI RE ON WHARF FROM WHERE SELF

| MMOLATI ON VENT OFF SO ME AND BALODE DO OUR PART FOR THE BATTLE BY
TRYING TO PUT I T QUT BY PISSING ON | T. TROLL HEARS ME RECOMVENDI NG THE
FIGAT AND FUK FOR IT IF IT DECIDES TO JON THE GUILD. BALODE G VES I T

DI RECTI ONS, AND THEN | S BLI NDED BY A FLASH GO NG OFF. HAH' . TROLL IS,
TOO, SO HEAVES ROTHGAR OFF ONTO ROOF OF BUI LDI NG AND DI VES FOR HARBOUR,
SCATTERI NG AQUALI NA AND GALAND. HAS A MAG CAL BLOW NG THI NG ON | T CHEST
TO G VE IT AR UNDERWATER. M LI TI A ARRI VES AND STARTS CLEANI NG UP MESS.
WE LEAVE ABOUT 6 AM W TH MAGE CURRENT AND SHI P STRENGIH. DCESN T DO MJCH
FOR My PEACE OF M ND. GET TRAILED FOR A BIT BY A 26' SHARK THAT TELLS
AQUI LI NA | T WANTS SCRATCH, CONSI DERS US AS SUBSTI TUTES BUT | S CONVI NCED
TO SWM OFF. GET TAI LGATED BY THE WANDERI NG WASTREL, ELF SHI P, GETTI NG
THE MOST OF THE MAGE CURRENT SO GET NERVOUS ENOUGH TO CUT A DEAL: WE PUT
THE SPELL ON THEM AND THEY TOW US ALONG AT REALLY HI GH SPEED. RECKON

WE' LL BE PI RATE BAIT. AQUI LI NA TAKES THE OPPORTUNI TY TO TELL HOW SHE WAS
PI CKED UP AND G VEN A BLOMOB BY A DOLPHI N. ELF CAPTAI N ( STARSEEKER)

OBVI QUSLY ENTERTAI NED ENOUGH TO | NVI TE US ON BOARD TO EAT. GOOD FQOCD.
TELLS THE GREENSKIN OF A WHOLE LOT OF CUZZI ES ON AN | SLAND WAY DO
SQUTH. RECKONS HE COULD MEET US I N NOVODON ABQUT TWO WEEKS AFTER WE CET
THERE, G VE OR TAKE, FOR RETURN JOURNEY.

SPEND THREE DAYS HASSELI NG AQUI LI NA

20 FROST: GET TO NOVODON. BALODE AND ELF COOK SWAP SECRET | NGREDI ENTS.
GET CHARGED 50 SP FOR DOCKI NG FEES, BARTER | T DOMN TO 45, THEN CHARGES
DROPPED ALTOGETHER WHEN | T'' S ESTABLI SHED WE' RE FROM THE ADVENTURERS
GUI LD. DOCKMASTER TELLS US LATER, WH LE CHARG NG US 10/ DAY, IT WAS A
TH EF TRYING TO RIP US OFF, BUT THEY DON T DO I T TO ADVENTURERS OUT COF
PROFESSI ONAL COURTESY. G DEON FI NDS A CHALKMARK ON THE BOAT. AQUI LI NA
TAKES THE OPPORTUNI TY TO TALK ABOUT SHEEP RI DI NG ENTERTAI NI NG VWENCH.
DUWMP STUFF AT THE BLACK ROSE THEN GO LOOKI NG FOR | NFO ON THE FI LG SO.
ME, BALODE, AQUI LI NA AND ROTHGAR GO TO GENTLEMANS GUI LD. THEY LET
ROTHGAR THE PHI LOSOPHER AND AQUI LI NA THE DECORATI ON | NTO THE LI BRARY AND
SUGGEST THE ARMSMANS GUI LD TO ME AND BALODE. GO THERE AND MEET THE
OTHERS. GUI LD RECOMMENDS SI LVER WEAPONS, AXY BUYS ONE. TELLS US OF
SUARI ME, THI NGS WARPED BY CHAGS, BEASTMEN, SHORT LI VED SENTI ENTS
CLOCKI NG I N AT 2046 YEARS OLD, M NOTAURS AND OTHER CROSSES, GRI FFENS,
DROWW TH T. K RAGE AND SOVETHI NG THAT COULD POSSI BLY SUMMON A FALLI NG
STAR ( SEEN THREE YEARS AGD), AND CREATURES THAT CRUMBLE TO DUST WHEN
THEY' RE KI LLED. FI LG SO 20 M LES FROM HERE, ACROSS RI VER. COULD BE



SWAMP. G DEON AND AXY GO TO PI CK UP ROTHGAR AND AQUI LI NA WHI LE ME AND
BALODE GO TO LUSTY LADY. | GET A NICE ROUGH ONE FOR 50 SP WHO RECOGNI SES
ME FROM THE CAZALAN ElI GHT. GET A CROAD OF ADM RERS FOR My CONTORTI NG

SKI LLS. EVENTUALLY GET BACK TO THE BLACK ROSE WHERE ROTHGAR AND AQUI LI NA
TELL OF A BOOK OF PLANTS - THE M STLETOE STAYS ACTI VE FOR A LONG TI ME -
RATMEN WHO HAVE WATER MAGES ( AND THEREFORE DEHYDRATI ON), SNAKEMEN, MARSH
SHARKS AND MARSH KRAKEN. BEG NNI NG TO SOUND BETTER I N A BOAT. ONE OF THE
PATRONS THAT NI GHT D. A-ED AS HALFLI NG SPY.

21 FROST: GET WATER BREATHI NGS ALL ROUND, GET ON BOAT AND GO. GET TO

SUI TABLE BEACH, DRAG BOAT UP, SET CAMP. BALODE GETS HI'S NOSE STUCK IN A
MAP, KEEPS GO NG ON ABOQUT SI TH. SOUNDS NASTY. TRY TO ORGANI SE WATCH FOR
THREE PEOPLE AT A TI ME, STAGGERED. ORDER = AXY, GALAND, Mg, GUSTAF,
BALODE, G DEON, ROTHGAR, AQUALI NA.

22 FROST: ROUGH TERRAI N OF FLAT, W NDY PLAI N CARVED UP BY FREQUENT DEEP
OVERGROMN STREAM RI FTS. RECKON | T' LL TAKE 5-6 DAYS TO CROSS. NMANA

H GHER: LESS FATI GUE WHEN M NUTE CASTI NG MAKE | LLUSARY DONKEY TO PULL
CART BUT A GRI FFEN COVES QUT OF THE SUN AND TRIES TO GRAB I T AWAY, SO
REPLACE | T WTH AN | LLUSI ONARY GCORI LLA. FIND A NI CE CAVE AT EVENI NG GCET
STI RRED UP AT M DNI GHT BY AN EARTHQUAKE BUT NOTHI NG OBVI QUSLY NASTY
HAPPENED.

23 FROST: PURI FY, MAKE GCORI LLA. GET TO DEEP RIFT (80') WTH Rl VER AT THE
BOTTOM CLIMB DOMN ROPE. CGET TO OTHER SI DE AND ROTHGAR DECI DES TO FLY UP
AND TAKES OFF | NTO THE FOREST, SURPRI SI NG EVERYONE | NCLUDI NG HI MSELF.
PARTY DI THERS THEN STUPI DLY DECI DES TO PUT W NGS ON AQUI LI NA TO TEST THE
THEORY. MANAGE TO TIE A ROPE TO HER ANKLE AND ATTACH | T TO BALODE BEFORE
SHE CETS AWAY I N THE SAME DI RECTI ON AS ROTHGAR. PULL HER I N AND KI LL THE
W NGS. LAST SPELL TO | MPACT = DI RE OAK DEATH CURSE, DURATION UP TO 10
HOURS, DESTI NATI ON = DI RE OAK' S GRAVE. SUGGEST SENDI NG SOVEONE ON W NGS
LEAVING A TRAIL, BUT IT'S TOO EASY FOR SOVEONE ELSE TO FOLLOW WATERS OF
VI SI ON SHOW ROTHGAR 15 M LES AHEAD, FLYI NG THROUGH ENORMOUS TREES AND
TAKI NG NOTES. NEXT WATERS OF VI SI ON BACKFI RES AND MAKES A WATER SPRI TE
NUI SANCE LOOKI NG LIKE A M NI VERSI ON OF AQUI LI NA. VWE LEAVE I T ALONE.
NEXT VISION IS AT 20 M LES IN A DEAD STRAI GHT LI NE PAST WHERE WE WANT TO
GO, DEEPER | NTO FOREST. MAKE | LLUSARY BIRD, IT FLIES OFF WTH THE SAME
LACK OF CONTROL. NASTY. ANYTHI NG FLYI NG IS SUCKED I N. SEE ROTHGAR GET TO
DESTI NATI ON:  BLASTED DI RE OAK W TH THE SKEWERED CORPSES OF TWO G ANT

SPI DERS, SOME HUMANO D CORPSES, AND ONE DECREPI D LI VI NG SPI DER WHI CH
APPROACHES ROTHGAR. HE TELLS US LATER I T M NDSPEAKED HHM SAID I T WANTED
MORE FOOD. BOTH TRI GGER | NVESTEDS AT THE SAME TI ME, ROTHGARS
DRAGONFLAMES BLOWS THE SPI DER TO HELL, AND HE MANAGES TO RESI ST

NECROSI S. LUCKY. FUCKW T FAI LS TO COLLECT PO SON FOR ME. WATERS OF

VI SION RUN QUT. HE TELLS US LATER HE RELEASED TWO PO SONED RATMEN FROM
THE WEBS, AND THEN SCROUNGED ARCUND AND FOUND TWO RI NGS ON THE SPI DER
(VWOUNDI NG MAG C AND CELESTI AL W TCHSI GHT RANK 6, 10 CHARCES), SQOVE

CAO NS, A BOX CONTAI NI NG A SMUGELERS NOTEBOOK DETAI LI NG SHI PS FROM
SEAGATE, AND TWO MAG CAL AMULETS (DI MENSI ONAL DI SRUPTI ON, RANK 20, 1
CHARGE: DROPS A DI MENSI ONAL PCORTAL, EFFECTI VENESS DECREASES OVER RANGE,
AND NECROSI S, RANK 12). WE WORK OQUT HE'S ABOUT 50 M LES I N WVHERE V\EE WANT
ONLY 15-20. PARTY CONTI NUES DI THERI NG OVER WHAT TO DO WHI LST POLI NG
UPSTREAM OTHERS ALL FOR RESCU NG THE BASTARD, | SAY LEAVE THE FUCKW T
TO FIND H'S WAY BACK. | F ANYONE CAN SURVI VE ALONE, HE CAN. ANOTHER

VI SI ON SHOAS HI M HEALI NG HI MSELF FROM THE NECROSI S. YUK, SEE? BUT NO
THE FUCKW TS VOTE TO FLY TO HHM ME AND BALODE HEAR DRUWM NG CCDE QUT I N
THE FOREST. YAY. TAKE THE BI TS OF CART WE CAN' T MAKE OURSELVES, TRYI NG
TO SPREAD QUT WEI GHT. CONSI DER LEAVI NG BALCDES FOOD BEHI ND, EAT I T

| NSTEAD. GUSTAF RECKONS WE CAN EAT SWAWMP FOOD, SIZE HIM UP. WE ALL GET
UNSEENS THEN STARW NGS AT 15 SECOND | NTERVALS AND TAKE OFF. ROTHGAR
TELLS US LATER THAT DURI NG THI S TI ME HE WAS CONTROLLED TO CHANGE SHAPE

| NTO H S WEREWOLF FORM AND THEN APPRCACHED BY TWO DROW DI SCUSSI NG THE

D. A THEY GET ROTHGAR TO POSE AND FRCOLIC A BIT, AND THEN GET H M TO



NI BBLE THEIR ARMS UNTIL THEIR D. A S SHOWN THEY' RE | NFECTED. THEY LOOK AT
H S | NVESTEDS AND DECI DE THEY' RE CRAP (ONLY RANK EI GHT), PAT H M ON THE
HEAD AND DI SAPPEAR ( PROBABLY M NDVAGE | NVI SIBI LI TY). THE CHANGE WRECKED
THE FUCKW TS CLOTHES AND ARMOUR. HE LEAVES H' S MARK ON A TREE AND HEADS
OFF I N OUR DI RECTI ON, MARKI NG OTHER TREES AS HE GOES. SHOULD EXCI TE ANY
LADY WERES I N THE AREA. FUCKW T. WE TURN UP AT THE TREE, CAUGHT I N THE
WEBS, AND I T HURTS TO GET QUT. FUCKW TS. PLACE FEELS LI KE A GRAVEYARD.

FI ND ROTHGARS TRACKS, SEE HE' S BEEN FUCKI NG AROCUND | N WEREWOLF FORM
GROUND FAIRLY SOLI D, SO MAKE A RAFT AND GCORI LLA TO DRAG GEAR AND LI GHT
ADVENTURERS. GUSTAF SCOUTS AHEAD, BALODE AND GORI LLA PULLS, REST OF US
RI DE W TH AQUALI NA LOCKI NG AFT. FI ND SOMVE PARASI TI C WORMS BURROW NG
UNDER SKIN ON ME AND SOMVE OTHERS. DEAL TO THEM NOT HAPPY. GUSTAF
RECKONS WE' LL CATCH UP TO ROTHGAR, HE'S NOT' GOCD I N MUD. AT THE END OF
THE DAY HE RUNS | NTO BO LI NG MJUD ( STRONG SMELL OF SULPHUR) AND VHI LE
WONDERI NG HOW TO GET AROUND HEARS A NO SE AND RUNS UP A TREE. NO SE | S
US. HE GOES TO JUMP ON AXY BUT | SEE HM AND G VE A WARNI NG ALL PREPARE
SO HE | DENTI FI ES HI MSELF. TELLS US OF THE DROW ENCOUNTER. D. A SHOAS LAST
SPELL TO | MPACT = M NDVMAGE CONTROL, NO DURATI ON REMAI NI NG RANK 16. ALL
G VE H M ARSEHOLES ABOUT THE CREATI ON OF DROW GREATER WEREWOLVES. FUCK.
FI ND RATMEN TRACKS GO NG | NTO THE BA LI NG MUD AREA. ROTHGAR SAYS HE SAW
A BRIDGE I N THAT DI RECTI ON. LOOK AT THE THI NGS HE FOUND. NOTE I N THE
SMUGGLERS HANDBOOK: "J. BRI NG | NFORMATI ON TO COURI ER AT | MPERI AL OASI S
BAR AND BROTHEL | N NOVODON AN HOUR AFTER DUSK ON THE 27TH OF SNOWN WEAR
A YELLOW FEATHER. COURI ER W LL BE | DEN FI ABLE BY PURPLE ORCHI D." AT THAT
PO NT, AS |I'M GO NG TO PUT SOMVETHI NG | NTO MY SCRAP NOTES | SEE AN ALI EN
ENTRY THAT READS " OH PRAI SE M GHTY NI RGLE, MAY OUR BLOOD FLOW ON YOUR
SACRED GROUND' AND AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE "THE BI BLE OF NI RGLE" NOT MY
HANDWRI TI NG, | T JUST APPEARED. D. A SELF TO BE SURE, LAST SPELL TO I MPACT
= UNSEEN. D. A GREEN "I NK" = AVATAR, 3 M NUTES SI NCE APPEARI NG LETTERS
MOVE A BI T AND TRANSLATE THEMSELVES | NTO ELVI SH FOR THE EDI FI CATI ON OF
THE REST OF THE PARTY. FUCK ME. HI DE OFFENDI NG PAGE OF NOTES I N MY FLI NT
AND STEEL CASE. BACK TO THE SMUGGLER BOOK: AT LEAST NI NE MONTHS WORK FOR
3-4 PEOPLE WTH D. A ABILITY - 25 RANK YEARS. WOW PARTY STARTS TO DI THER
OVER THE HOTSPOT. GUSTAF GCES TO LOOK FOR A SPOT TO STAY OVERNI GHT.
CHECKS BRI DGE, LOOKS STRONG W TH RED GLOW UNDERNEATH. ROTHGAR GCES LOOK
AND SEES THE BRI DGE CROSSES A RI VER OF LAVA 200 - 300 YARDS DOWN, WHI CH
WATER POURS DOMN ONTO AND ERUPTS | NTO STEAM CHECK MAG C | TEMS, SET
WATCHES I N THREES AND CRASH. HEAR DRUMS AGAI N AT M DNI GHT, BUT NO
ATTACK.

24 FROST: OUR GREAT LEADER RECKONS VWE GO AROUND, AXY RECKONS ACROSS AND
THE REST OF US AGREE. GORI LLA GOES ACROSS OKAY, SO WE ALL GET

FI REPROOFI NG, AS THOUGH I T WOULD MAKE A DI FFERENCE, ME FOR 30 HOURS. BI G
FUCKI NG DEAL | N A SWAMP. BALODE SEES THE CREVI CE | SN T NATURAL - HAS
BEEN GOUGED QUT OF THE EARTH. D. A A TRAP/ WARD CR CURSE AT THE FAR END.
AXY CHECKS | T QUT = DEHYDRATE, TRI GGER = FI RST ELF/ DROW TO ENTER.

AQUALI NA DCES THE COUNTER. LEAVE BOAT BEH ND, GORILLA LUGS GEAR. ALL
CRGCSS. JUST HAPPEN TO NOTI CE THAT AQUALI NA LOOKS GOOD | N DAMP VWH TE
COTTON. FI RVMER GROUND ON THE RATMEN TRACKS ON THE OTHER SI DE. CHECK
NOTES AND SEE "MAY OUR SOULS SCREAM FOREVER I'N YOUR HONOR'. THIS TIME I T
IS MY HANDWRI TI NG WRI TE AFTER | T "LEAVE MY FUCKI NG SCRI BE NOTES ALONE"
AND HI DE THAT SHEET WTH THE OTHER. SOVEONE D. A'S A RANDOM TREE, GETS

G GANTI A, AGE FOUR YEARS AND ALREADY 15' DI AMETER. D. A ANOTHER THAT' S
HANG NG OVER THE PARTY AND GET GREATER DI RE WLLOW LONG LI VED SENTI ENT.
NO COLLEGE. WE MOVE. AQUALI NA HAS A GO AT DOASI NG TO FI ND WATER. |'M
SURPRI SED THE RESPONSE DIDN' T BLOW THE SILLY BITCH S HEAD OFF. | TRY
D.A-ING THE DIRE WLLOWBUT I T ACTI VELY RESI STS. FOLLOWN THE TRAIL FOR A
BIT 'TIL GUSTAF FINDS A TRAP. PUNGY TRAP W TH STAKES W TH SOVETHI NG ON
THEM | CHECK IT QUT. NASTY - ROTS THE FLESH NERVOUS OF IT A BIT, G VEN
PERSONAL TENDENCI ES AND SWAMP PROBLEMS, BUT CCOLLECT THEM UP CAREFULLY
AND STORE THEM I N A WATERPROOF SWAG. VERY NASTY. MAKES OTHERS NERVOUS,



TOO. REACH 30' STREAM AT END COF DAY. HEAR DRUMS FROM THE DI RECTI ON OF
THE SENTI ENT TREES. MAKE A BOAT, BATH AND DO A GOCD CHECKI NG OVER.

AQUALI NA CATCHES SOME EELS WVHICH | KILL FOR BALCDE TO COOK FOR DI NNER

D. A SURROUNDI NG TREES, CGET ONE LONG LI VED SENTI ENT, H GHEST RANKED

MAG CAL EFFECT = WEATHER CONTROL. BALODE G VES | T THE BLOOD AND BONE
FROM THE EEL AND A LI GHT SHAFT COVES DOMN FROM THE CLOUDS AND FOLLOWS

H MAROUND FOR ABIT. IFIT S A FRIENDLY ACT I T'S NOT VERY HELPFUL. AXY
Dl VI NATES MY SCRI BE NOTES, SAYS THEY' RE POSSESSED BY NI RGLE, BUT THE
ONLY PONER HE HAS IS TO FUCK WTH MY NOTES. I T'S VAGUE. AQUALI NA OFFERS
TO DO A DANCE TO LI GHTEN THE ATMOSPHERE BUT BALODE AND GUSTAF SAY NO

' CAUSE SHE NEEDS A DRUM FUCKW TS. MAKE PLAN TO PUNT DOMNNSTREAM

OVERNI GHT, MOST SLEEPI NG NOTI CE THE TREE MAKI NG A BLACK CLOUD DONUT
OVER | TSELF. G DEON ASKS I'T WHAT I T'S DO NG AND | T SAYS CLEARI NG THE
COWPETI TI ON. SAYS WE' RE VELCOVE TO STAY. ASKS | F WE' VE COME FROM THE
DRE QAK, I|F WE FLEWIN. TREES AROUND THE TREE BEI NG DECAPI TATED BY

WH RLW ND VORTEX. SAYS THE DI RE OAK CAST A SPELL TO ATTRACT FLI ERS VWHI CH
ATTRACTED A LI GHTNI NG WORM VHI CH BLEW I T TO HELL. TOOK 100 YEARS TO Dl E,
SO I'T CAST A DEATH CURSE. OUR TREE HAS BEEN I N FI LGESO SI NCE BEFORE
PANJARI . DCESN T SEE MJUCH ELVES. TALKS OF AN | LLUSI ONI ST TREE A BI T AVWAY
THAT PUTS FALSE AURAS ON THI NGS. RECKON WE' VE SEEN | T. SAYS THE RATMEN
USED TO BE HUMANS, BEFORE PANJARI, BUT THAT THE PONER OF CHACS WAS USED
TO PUSH THEM | NTO THE FUTURE AND THAT THEY CHANGED ON THE WAY. HAVE BEEN
HERE THREE YEARS, AND THE DROW PUSHED THEM OUT OF THE NORTH. TREE SAYS
THE RED MOON AND STARS DI SAPPEARI NG HAPPENS EVERY FEW M LLENI A, USUALLY
SOVETHI NG "QUI TE BAD' HAPPENS, LAST Tl ME PANJARI, Tl ME BEFORE THE WORLD
CHANGED SHAPE. ASKS G DEON WHERE WE' RE GO NG WE SAY QUT. SAYS OF RATMEN
DOMNSTREAM ONE W TH DRUM AND LOTS OF NASTIES, OF COURSE. SAYS ALL DI RE
TREES HAVE DEATH CURSE, TAKES ABOUT 100 YEARS TO CAST, WH CH KEEPS THE
DROWV NI CE. ALSO HAVE KNOCKOUT GAS AND TRI PPI NG UP ROOTS, BUT DCESN T
ADM T TO DRYADS - CALLS THEM GHOSTS. WE PI CK UP THE DEAD ANI MALS FROM
THE VORTEX, EXCEPT FOR ONE THE TREE IS GETTI NG STUCK | NTO, AND GET I NTO
BOAT. Mg, BALODE, G DEON AND AXY SLEEP. AFTER A WHI LE GUSTAF SEES A TREE
THAT RATMEN CLI MB AND SENSES AN AMBUSH. BALODE GETS DANGERSENSE AND
LEAPS TO H'S FEET WTH AN ARROW NOTCHED. AQUALI NA SEES SOVETHI NG I N THE
TREE. BALCDE WAKES ME UP, THEN THE OTHERS. | PRQIJECT AND HI DE MY | MAGE.
SCOUT VELL PLACED. AQUALI NA ACTUALLY MANAGES TO GET AN | DEA: COVER OUR
PROGRESS W TH WALL OF FOG BALODE TELLS ME OFF FOR RUDE COWMMENTS. DECI DE
THE RATMAN S TOO SMART FOR THAT. SOMEONE SUGGESTS | NvI SIBILITY, MOST
RECKONS HE' LL HAVE W TCHSI GHT. THE MORE WE THI NK, THE BETTER HE GETS.
MOST WANT TO TAKE HI M QUT. GUSTAF CGETS INVISIBILITY AND CLI MBS TREE TO
GET HM SEES ONE RATMAN W TH GLAI VE, BOW PO SONED ARROWN5, DRUM AND
ROPE. SNEAKS UP BEHI ND RATMAN AND LOVETAPS HI M ON THE BACK OF HI S HEAD.
RATMAN STUNNED BUT RECOVERS. FI ST FI GHT ENSUES. LUCKI LY GUSTAF | S BETTER
BEI NG GUI LELESS THAN NOT. USES A POTI ON TO SAVE THE RATMAN, THEN LOWERS
H M UNCO TO US ON RAFT. HAS NO DI SEASES OR | NFECTI ONS, VERY HI GH

CONSTI TUTI ON. | GET CALLED UP TO DEAL WTH PO SON. D. A = NO AURA. TAKE

| T TO BALODE, HAS SYNTHETI C CARRI ER. PO SON | TSELF TOO DI LUTE TO HOLD
AURA. D. A RATMAN = HUMAN, SHORT LI VED SENTI ENT, NO COLLECGE, TI M

DI LATI ON CAUSES RAT MUTATI ON. NOTE THI S AND SEE " COOL HUH' SAME | NK

DI FFERENT HANDWRI TI NG EVERYONE HAS A LOOK. ROTHGAR TAKES THE

OPPORTUNI TY TO | MPLY SOVE FAI LI NG ON BEHALF OF HUMANS, | S | GNORED.
RATMAN TRUSSED AND SEARCHED: ALSO HAS BUNCH OF HERBS, D. A = MAGQ CAL,
NATURE = DI SSOCI ATI ON, LEAVE BODY; POTI ON OF HEALI NG RANK 12, 3 MONTH
LI FE; WATERS OF STRENGTH, RANK 9. MOVE ON. FOUR HOURS LATER HAVE TO DRAG
RAFT 200 METERS.

25 FROST: PARTY NI CE ENOUGH TO LEAVE ME ON BOAT - NOTI' HAPPY ABOUT

POSSI Bl LI TY OF | NFESTATI OV | NFECTI ON. RATMAN WAKES UP. HYPERVENTI LATES
AS BALODE TRIES TO HYPNOTI SE HHM RECOGNI SE | T AS A H GH RANKED ASSASSI N
SKILL - HE'S TRYING TO KILL H MSELF. SIT ON H' S CHEST AND HE STOPS. NEXT
BALODE TRI ES TELEPATHY. M SSES AND AQUALI NA GETS | T. HARASS HER MENTALLY



WH LE BALODE TRI ES ANOTHER FEW TI MES, FI NALLY GETS I T. GETS | MPRESSI ON
OUR PRI SONER I'S TRYI NG TO KEEP CALM AND | NTENDS TO OPEN OUR ( ESPECI ALLY
MY) ARTERIES WTH H S TEETH. EVERYONE TRIES TO TALK TO HM | FINALLY
GET SOVE RECOGNI TI ON W TH VOLKSPRECT. HA. MANAGE TO GET ACRCSS THAT THE
ELVES I N THE PARTY ARE NOT DROW (HE RECKONS DROW W THOUT BALLS), NOT
ENEM ES, DON T WANT TO KILL HM WANT TO TALK. EXCHANGE NAMES, HE IS
COUGH. H'S PO SON IS HYDRA, HE WORKS QUT M NE IS MAMBA. RECOVMENDS

BASI LI SK BEAST. WLL SHOW ME NERVE STRI KES ON AN ELF (IN H' S TERMS, DROW
SLAVE) AND THE HYPERVENTI LATI ON TRICK W TH A HEALER NEARBY FOR | F | CET
| T RIGHT. OTHERS RECKON WE' VE GONE ABOQUT 20 M LES FROM THE TREE, VWHI CH
MAKES US ABOUT 10 M LE FROM TARGET. PRETTY TI RED. AQUI LI NA STARTS DA NG
CONTORTI ONS WHI CH GETS DI STRACTI NG THEN GOES SPEARFI SHI NG BLUDGE SOVE
VODKA OFF HER TO BETTER SCOCI ALI SE W TH COUGH, AND BALODE G VES ME SOVE
MAG C MUSHI ES BEFORE MAKI NG BAKED SQUI RREL STUFFED W TH FROG FOR
BREAKFAST. COUGH SHOWS GUSTAF SOVE GRUBS, SUPPOSEDLY EDI BLE. YUK, GET A
VWHCLE LOT OF VODKA DOWN HI M ROTHGAR CASTS HEAT METAL ON THE POT, AND
COUGH STARTS SHOW NG SI GNS OF PAIN. WORK QUT HI'S MANACLES ARE CETTI NG
HOT, TOO. POUR WATER ON I'T THEN TRY TO COUNTERSPELL. BACKFI RE. FUCK. ME
AND COUGH EXCHANGE M NDS. THE HEAT HAS MELTED HI'S (MY) ANKLES AND IT'S
FUCKI NG AGONY. NOTI CE HE' S COVPARTMENTALI SED H' S (MY) STOVACH TO STOP
FROM BEI NG AFFECTED BY THE ALCOHOL. HE' S BLI ND AND STUMBLES AVAY. PARTY
NOTI CES STRANGE BEHAVI OUR, LOTS OF CONFUSI ON. DO HEALI NG SPELLS ON THE
BURNT BI TS TO STOP THE PAIN BUT CAN' T DO ANYTHI NG ABOUT THE FUSI NG
AQUALI NA GRABS MY BODY WHO CGROPES HER AND THI NKS LUSTFUL THOUGHTS -
SHE'S STILL GOT THE TELEPATHY. SURFACE THOUGHTS = WANTS TO JUWP AQUALI NA
AND W SHES HE CAN SEE AND SPEAK. PARTY BEG NS TO TWG THAT | DON T HAVE
AMNESI A.  START SEARCHI NG MY NEW BODY AND THEY STOP ME. COUGH KI SSES
AQUALI NA" S HAND AND WONDERS | F HE CAN BUY HER. D. A OF My BODY SHOANS I T'' S
NOT MY AURA, SHORT LI VED SENTI ENT, DURATI ON REMAI NI NG OF LAST MAG C TO
TAKE EFFECT = 10 DAYS, NAME OF LAST SPELL = BACKFI RE. HE' S THI NKI NG
AQUALI NA | S THE MOST BEAUTI FUL THI NG HE' S EVER MET AND HE W LL DO
ANYTHI NG TO WN HER AND HAVE BABI ES BY HER. EXCELLENT SEDUCTI ON

TECHNI QUE. | TELL THEM THEY' RE ALL FUCKW TS. THEY TW G TAKE COUGH BACK
TO THE BOAT AND TRY TO GET HI M PI SSED. FAT CHANCE. |'M CETTI NG PI SSED

| NSTEAD AS | DON T HAVE THE SKILL TO KEEP MY STOVACH COVPARTMENTALI SED.
STRIP HHM DOM TO GET MY GEAR. SEEM TO HAVE LOST ONE LOCKPI CK. ALREADY.
TAKE STOCK OF NEW BODY: | NFRAVI SION, | MMUNE TO MOST PO SONS AND

DI SEASES, FUR = M NOR ARMOUR - CAN T WEAR MY OMN CLOTHES AND ARMOUR.
ANKLES REALLY FUCKED, MANUAL DEXTERI TY HALVED BY BURNS. AGQG LI TY LOW AS
"M NOT USED TO THE BI G FEET. FIND A GARROITE AND LOCKPI CKS THAT THE
OTHERS M SSED. AQUALI NA PUTS PADDED MANACLES ON MY OTHER BODY. | F SHE
FUCKS H M |I'LL NEVER FORG VE HER. BOAT GETS COUNTERSPELLED AND I T' S
NOTI CED WE' RE NOW I N A H GH MANA ZONE. UNEXPECTED. WORK OUT THE MANA | S
| NCREASI NG W TH TI ME. WALK ALL DAY. NASTY, BUT HEALERS KEEP ME HAPPY.
26 FROST: WALK ANOTHER DAY. PROPER NAME FOR RATMAN = MALBAR, GRAND
MASTER OF FROSTS. WORK OQUT THI'S TI ME DI LATI ON THI NG THAT THE DROW SENT
H M THROUGH MENT NO SENSATI ON BUT CONSClI QUSNESS FOR 2000 YEARS. RECKONS
HE'S NOT MAD, BUT HE'S A COVWPLETE FUCKI NG NUTTER. NO THOUGHT BUT "KI LL
DROW FOR 2000 YEARS. HAS WORKED QUT THAT THE ELVES AREN T DROW DAM\.
HE'S KILLED FOUR IN HI S LI FETI ME, WAS WAI TI NG FOR A LARGE GROUP WHEN WE
CAUGHT HM WANTED TO TAKE THEM ALL ON, THEN DI SSOCI ATE HI S BODY TO
BECOVE AN ASSASSI N SPECTRE SO HE COULD CONTI NUE THE ATTACK. FUCKI NG
NUTS. OUT OF HH'S TERRI TORY NOW LI KED PANJARI - | T KILLED DROW

27 FROST: WALK ALL DAY. THAT NI GHT, N GHTMARE FOR ME. THE HUNTER, DEVIL,
G VES ME A SPORTI NG WARNI NG THAT 1'LL BE NEXT THEN GETS OUT AN ENORMOUS
FUCKI NG SPEAR AND RUNS THE RATMAN BODY THROUGH. EUCK! | GO BACK TO MY
BODY AND IT G VES ME A SCRATCH ACRCSS MY CHEST TO REMEMBER AND FUCKS
OFF. FIND MALBAR I N My BODY WTH ME. WAKE WTH A SCREAM OF PAI N. THOSE
ON WATCH SEE THE RATMAN BODY BE SKEWERED FROM UNDERNEATH W TH AN
ENORMOUS GLOW NG BLUE SPEAR BLADE AND SEE ME WAKE. BALCDE GOES TO HELP



THE RATMAN (FORVERLY ME) AND THE BODY FALLS TO BITS. 1'M GO NG BALLI STI C
BUT THEY WON' T LET US OQUT OF OUR MANACLES: D. A. SHOAS TWO SOULS I N MY
BODY, AND THAT MY AURA HAS CHANGED. W LL LAST UNTIL DEATH OR UNTIL I
MEET A NAM NG DEMON. FI NALLY DECI DE TO LET ME GO. D. A ASH OF MALBAR, LAST
SPELL TO | MPACT = DEMONI C SLAYI NG STORY COVES QUT: THE HUNTER | S DEVI L,
EQE W TH ALL SPELLS RANK 10, DEMONI C RANGER WHO IS SENT BY THE DROW TO
HUNT WHATEVER THEY FEEL LIKE, IN TH S CASE RATMEN AND NOW US. FUCK. NEED
SILVER OR MAG C TO HURT I T, CAN' T BE BOUND, TOUGH AS SHI T, NERVE PO SON
INITS TAIL, SKIN LI KE ARMOUR, W NGS, HORNS, TOOL USE ETC ETC. FUCK. CAN
LOCATE, TOO PARTY CONSI DER DI SFI GURI NG ME. PRQJECT. FUCK THEM ALL.

Cl RCLE AROUND, LOOSENI NG WHI P. FI NALLY AGREE TO AQUALI NA DO NG A MAKEUP
JOB ON ME.

28 FROST: 3PM GUSTAF FINDS A NI CE FALLEN HOLLOW TREE TO HI DE I N. COULD
FI GAT THREE ABREAST | NSI DE. SEE ANl MALS FLEEI NG | N FOREST - SOVETHI NG
NASTY COM NG DO E&E GENERAL COUNTER ON ME, THEN IN TREE MOUTH. SEE 6
BEASTMEN AND ONE HUNTER DEVI L FOLLOW NG OUR TRAI L. FUCK. BEASTMEN NOT

| MVUNE TO PO SON BUT NEED SI LVER. FUCK. THEY HAVEN T SEEN US YET. TAKE
WATERS OF STRENGTH, GOOD STUFF, AND GO TO CLIMB QUT A LI TTLE HOLE ABOVE
US IN THE TREE TRUNK. WLL TAKE A VWHI LE, BUT RECKON I T'S OQUR BEST
CHANCE. DEVIL RESI STS SPELL, SEES PARTY AND SAYS "KILL THEM ALL".

RESI STS A VHCOLE LOT OF SPELLS, | NCLUDI NG DRAGON FLAMES. QUI CKENS THREE
BEASTMEN AND HI MSELF THEN E&E SPEC COUNTER GOES OFF I N H S AREA.

NECROSI S GETS THE THREE QUI CKENED BEASTMEN. DEVIL MOVES FORWARD OQUT OF
COUNTER. FI GHTI NG BEASTMEN GET RAI NSTORMED, DEVIL CGETS A WALL OF SMOKE
SO HE JUST DOES W ZARD EYE | NTO THE LOG GALAND GOES OFF W TH A FLASH,
GETS FOUR BEASTMEN, M SSES THE DEVIL WHO CASTS AT H M I N RETURN,

BACKFI RES DUE TO ACTI VE RESI ST, NOTHI NG SPECI AL. BEASTMEN GO NG DOMN AT
HANDS OF FI GHTERS AS | CGET OQUT THE HOLE TO TOP OF TREE. G DEON BACKFI RES
AND TRAPS H MSELF W TH AN ENORMOUS HAND OF EARTH THAT GOES RI GHAT THROUGH
THE TREE. G VES ME NI CE COVER AND SOMETHI NG TO CLI MB DOWN OUTSI DE.
THANKS. BALODE GETS CHARMED AND HAS A SHOUTI NG MATCH W TH GUSTAF WHO
TELLS HHM TO KEEP FIGHTING GET WTHIN 35'. D. A = DEVIL, CURRENT

COMBI NED FATI GUE AND ENDURANCE = 55. START PREPARI NG. DEVI L REANI MATES
THE FOUR DEAD BEASTMEN. ROTHGAR, FLAM NG WEREWOLF AND ALL, GETS GRABBED.
TOASTY. BALCDE HUGS TWO BEASTMEN AND AXY TO CGET THEM TO STOP FI GHTI NG,
GET THE COVPEL. YAY! | NCI DENTALLY GET BALODE AS WELL. DEAL TO BEASTMEN,
THEN | NTERROGATE DEVI L. GET TWO DOSES OF PO SON OFF HI M AND AN | NVESTED
RING OF 2x RANK 20 ANI MATE DEAD. DEVIL A M NI ON OF PALMON (KI NG OF

DOM NATI ONS), ABALIN AND LABAL. |F VWE KILL HMWE VE GOT' A MONTH BEFORE
HE RETURNS. CET A LIMTED PRECOG |F I SEND H M AFTER THE TWO DROW
WEREWOLVES HE KILLS ONE AND THE OTHER KI LLS HHM SOUNDS GOCD TO ME SO |
DO I T. GET BALODE TO POLI SH MY GEAR AS AXY TRIES TO DI SPEL THE HAND OF
EARTH. TAKES A BI T THEN WE SCARPER. CET BALODE TO CARRY MY GEAR ALL

TI RED AND WET BY EVENI NG AND | T'S GETTI NG DARK. GET BALODE TO GATHER
WOCD SO AQUALI NA CAN MAKE A RAFT FOR US TO SLEEP ON. SET NORMAL WATCHES.
GET BALODE TO MAKE A NI CE DI NNER (FROG). AFTER DI NNER PRQIECT, ARM UP
AND DROP THE SPELL. NO | NSTANT REACTI ON. DAMN. FI RST WATCH, Mg, GALAND
AND AXY, HEAR RUSTLI NG ALL AROUND. NO | MVEDI ATELY OBVI OUS CAUSE. GALAND
WAKES GUSTAF AND AQUALI NA AS WE REALI SE THE REEDS SURROUNDI NG US ARE
OBVI OQUSLY GROW NG HI GH MANA AREA. ALL CGET WATER BREATHI NG MOVE RAFT TO
OPEN WATER SPOT. D. A REEDS = GIN REED, LIVING PLANT. MAG C CURRENTLY IN
EFFECT = PLANT GROMH, COLLEGE = EARTH DRUI DI C, RANK 20, M A 32. ELF
TALKS TO PLANTS. |'M NOT' SURPRI SED. REEDS CROW FAST EVERY YEAR CROW
"REALLY TALL" (ABQUT 8'). DURATI ON OF PLANT GROMH = 1 HOUR - ABOUT HALF
AN HOUR TO GO REEDS GETTI NG MORE MATURE AND WOCDY. AFTER GROMH | S

FI Nl SHED THEY CAN MOVE SOVEWHERE ELSE AND W TH THEI R SHARP LEAVES THEY
CAN CHOP UP FLESHY THI NGS. D. A LI FESPAN = MAX 1 WEEK. PLANTS GO NG

HUNTI NG FOR FLESHY THI NGS TO USE AS FERTI LI SER. FI ND WHAT' S FLESHY BY
STABBI NG EVERYTHI NG WE LOCK UP. BRANCHES 100" UP. FROGS GATHERI NG
AROUND US. KILL ONE AS AN OBJECT LESSON. LEAVES NOW HARD AND SHARP LI KE



BLADES, FROGS STARTI NG TO BE SLAUGHTERED. WE LOOP A ROPE AROUND THE
BRANCH AND START CLI MBI NG. REED FLOWERS START G VI NG OFF A WONDERFUL
SMELL. ME, ROTHGAR AND AQUALI NA JUVP | NTO THE WATER AND START SW MV NG
TOMRDS THEM BALODE GOES TO GRAB ME. WE WRESTLE | N THE WATER ROTHGAR
DRAGS AXY TOWARDS THE REEDS. BALODE GETS HI'S JOLLI ES BY HOLDI NG MY HEAD
UNDERWATER. AXY LETS GO - FORTUNATELY FOR ROTHGAR THE LEAVES ARE NOT
SILVER OR MAG CAL. BALCDE GRABS AQUALI NA AS WELL AND RUBS MY NOSE IN I T
(NOT AQUALI NA). DRAGG NG US UP THE ROPE, | TELL ROTHGAR TO GRAB SOVE
FLOAERS. | NVESTMENT OPPORTUNI TY. BY THE TIME WE RE AT THE BRANCH WE' VE
SNAPPED OUT OF I T, BUT | STILL WANT THE FLOAERS FOR THE MONEY. AQUALI NA
STARTS GETTI NG CUDDLY W TH BALODE. BASTARD. FUCKW T. FUCK. G DEON PLAYS
GENERAL FOR THE PLANTS, | NSTRUCTI NG GROUND MANCEUVRES. BALODE RECKONS WE
SHOULD GET SOME SEED PODS.

29 FROST: DAWN, REEDS MOVED ON. ROTHGAR BACK TO NORMAL. VE GO DOMN. ME
AND BALODE COLLECT SEEDPODS, G VE TO GUSTAF. D. A. SEEDPOD, CONDI TI ONS OF
GERM NATI ON = FLESHY THINGS, | N THE GROUND, HI GH MANA AREA, CYCLIC.

Gl DEON (WHO HASN' T SLEPT ALL NI GHT) TALKS TO PODS = BABIES. G VES THEM
TO GALAND. STARTS TO RAIN SO WE FIND A NI CE DRY HOLLOW TREE (D. A = LONG
LI VED PLANT) AND MOVE IN. ONLY THING INSIDE |'S A NEST OF WEASELS M SSI NG
MOTHER - BABIES WLL DI E SOON. G DEON TRIES TO TALK TO THE TREE, BUT

| 'S ASLEEP. BALCDE, AQUALI NA AND ROTHGAR GO OUT WOOD GATHERI NG BALODE
STILL RUBBING MY NOSE IN I T. START GO NG A BI T STI RCRAZY. FROGS ALL
GONE, SO FROGS EGGS AND EELS FOR DI NNER. BALODE GETS STONED AND WON T

G VE ME ANY UNLESS | APOLOGI SE. GUSTAF WON' T LET ME GET STONED ANYWAY,
SO | THROW THI NGS AT THEM BOTH. GUSTAF CLI MBS THE TREE TO 250' AND TIES
A ROPE ON. BERRIES UP THERE. HE DROPS ONE AT US, THEN BRI NGS DOMN A
CLUMP TO EAT. BALODE STILL BEING A SHI THEAD SO | THROW A HARD BI SCUl T AT
HM CLIMB UP TO THE FI RST HOLLOW BRANCH AND SET UP HOVE AS BALODE AND
AQUALI NA DRY THEI R UNDERVEAR | N FRONT OF THE FIRE. TRY DROPPI NG THI NGS
ON BALODE, BUT THE TARPS GET I N THE WAY.

30 FROST: KICK BOAL OF COLD PORRI DGE | NTO BALODES LAP. HE WON' T FEED ME.
EVENTUALLY GET OMLETTE AND CLI MB BACK TO MY HOLE. G DEON, ROTHGAR AND
GUSTAF GO OUT HUNTI NG, GET A PYTHON. SMOKED, HUNG, BAKED, COOKED. SPEND
MY TIME TRAINING W TH MALBAR. OTHERS SPEND TI ME RANKI NG,

7 SNOW HUNTERS SEE LARGE FLYI NG SHAPE E. G ROC, DRAGON ABOVE TREE.

12 SNOW DUSK. ROTHGAR GOES NUTTY, WEREWOLF FORM UNCONTROLLED. HOW.I NG
OUTSI DE. TURNS ON THE SUCKERS UNDERNEATH. COUNTERSPELLS SELF, TRI GGERS
AGONY, THEN TROLLSKI N, WEAPON OF FLAMES X2, SELF | MVMOLATI ON, NECRO SPEC
COUNTER, WRAI THCLOAK AND W TCHSI GHT. MANAGE TO RESI ST AGONY AS CLI MBI NG
DOMN TO TARP HEI GHT. BALODE, AXY AND GALAND FAIL TO SAVE. ROTHGAR CAN T
GET THROUGH HANDS OF EARTH AND SHI PSTRENGTH ON DOOR SO STARTS CLI MBI NG
TREE TO COME | N FROM THE TOP. | CLIMB BELOW THE TOP TARP AS HE COMES
DOMN THE | NSI DE. HE DROPS THE FI NAL 40' THROUGH THE TARPS AND LANDS ON
GUSTAF' S SI LVERED GLAI VE. NOT HURT MUCH, HE STARTS LAYl NG WASTE.

AQUALI NA DOES SUMVON AQUATIC LIFE. SILLY BITCH | FAIL TO COWEL. G DEON
MANAGES TO TRI GGER A FLI GHT ON HI M AND HE GETS CAUGHT BY THE DEATH CURSE
AND TAKES OFF. HE' LL BE BACK. NO ONE LI STENING TO ME. BALODE HAS A PLAN
TO DROP A GALLEY ON HM FUCKW T. 3 HOURS LATER CAN FEEL MANA

| NCREASI NG LOTS OF MAG CAL CREATURES AROUND - NOT LOOKI NG HEALTHY OUT
THERE. FINALLY GET MY PLAN OUT: PIT TRAP W TH S| LVER DAGGER STAKES.
GHOSTLY | MAGE OF GUI LD SECURI TY GOON TURNS UP, BAD | NTERFERANCE. SAYS

" ASTROLOGERS SAY MANA STORM COM NG. [ SOVETHING] |'S FORFEIT | F YOU STAY.
GO TO NOVODON, TELL PRI NCE [ SOVETHI NG ABOUT PREGNANT WOMVEN. [ SOVETHI NG
HAS GOT ROTHGAR GU LD [ SOVETHI NG . GOOD LUCK." D. A SHOWS THE MESSAGE
CAME FROM BELOW THE GUI LD. AQUALI NA G VES OUT A WHOLE LOT OF WATERS OF
STRENGTH AND WATER BREATHI NGS, ALSO GET ARMOURS OF EARTH AND

W TCHSI GHTS. AQUALI NA' S NUI SANCE SPRI TE TURNS UP | N RESPONSE TO HER
EARLI ER SUMMONI NG ASK | T THE WAY TO THE OCEAN. | T SAYS MAKE A BOAT AND
JUWP IN. DOIT AS I T STARTS CASTING GET HI T BY A FLASH FLOOD. ALL HOLD
ON LI KE FUCK. GO THROUGH FI LGESO LI KE PRUNE THROUGH A SHORT GRANDMOTHER



HEAD TOMNRDS PLATEAU RAVI NES. NOT HAPPY. FUCK. GUSTAF STARTS TALKI NG
ABOUT A SEA ANCHOR TOO LATE. BLOW UP MY WATERSKI N.

13 SNON 2AM | CET TO SEE ALL THE DEBRIS TORN UP BY THE FLOCOD PASSI NG
UNDERNEATH THE BOAT, | NCLUDI NG MARSH SHARKS. NOT HAPPY. GUSTAF

ENLI GHTENS US ABOUT HOW HE WAS KI LLED BY A FLASH FLOOD. FUCKW T. SEE
OCEAN AHEAD. DROP OVER CLI FFS TO SEA. OH FUCK. BOAT KNOWS WHAT I T'S

DA NG UNTI L THE WAVE BREAKS. BOAT TURNS UPSI DE DOWN. WE CGET DUMPED | N
WATER. BALODE SINKS. TOUGH. | GO FOR SURFACE I N FULL PANI C MODE AND FI ND
MYSELF ABLE TO STAND ON THE SURFACE. NOTI CE ALL BUT BALODE AT THE
SURFACE HANG NG ONTO DEBRI'S, AND THEY NOTI CE ME RUNNI NG FOR THE SHORE.
GALAND GETS A SHARK TO TOW HI M ASHORE. AQUALI NA GOES DOMWN FOR THE
GREENSKI N. FUCKI NG BASTARD. | CGET TO SHORE AND THE SPRI TE POPS UP AND
SPITS QUT SALT WATER. TELL IT | OMNE IT ONE AS | T HEADS UPSTREAM GALAND
SENDS THE SHARK AFTER GUSTAF. | WOULD HAVE DONE THE SAME. AQUALI NA TRI ES
TO CONTROL | T, FAILS. FOR SOVE REASON THE SHARK DCESN T Kl LL GUSTAF BUT
TONS H M TO SHORE. FUCK. START CLEANI NG MY GEAR. STILL GOT ALL M NE, BUT
OTHERS LOST A LOT. GALAND SENDS THE SHARK AFTER FLOATI ES. FI NALLY DECI DE
TO VALK A M LE TO THE GUI LD BOAT. REFUSE TO GO ON ANOTHER BOAT. BALODE
G VES ME A MUSH E TO KEEP ME WARM FI ND THE BOAT AFTER MOST OF AN HOUR
ALL EXCEPT ME SAY TO LAUNCH NOWN FUCKW TS. AQUALI NA THREATENS TO DO WAVE
RI DING | THREATEN TO WH P HER. BOAT GETS SH PSTRENGTH AND MAGE CURRENT.
GET WARM DRY AND CLEAN AND THEN SLEEP. RED SKY IN MORNI NG STILL H GH
MANA AND CLI MBI NG. 10 AM SEE STORM COM NG RECKON WE CAN MAKE NOVODON.
REDO MAGE CURRENT, GET TO NOVODON 2. 30PM PRI NCE SUPPOSEDLY FRI ENDLY TO
GUI LD SO DON' T BOTHER GETTI NG DRESSED UP. GO FOR NOBLE SECTOR. RUN I NTO
CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD WTH 8 SOLDI ERS. GUSTAF DCES THE TALKI NG AND ODDLY
ENOUGH THEY BELI EVE H M ENOUGH TO SEND A RUNNER. SAY WE HAVE TO HAND
OVER Bl G WEAPONS. G VE UP BATTLEAXE. SOVEONE D.A'S US SO | ACTI VELY

RESI ST. HA. RUNNER RETURNS, SAYS CHANCELLOR IS COM NG CARRI AGE ARRI VES,
BALODE CAN' T FIT. HA. WALKS BESI DE W TH GUARDS. GO TO PALACE. CHANCELLOR
NOTI CES ROTHGARS ABSENCE AND ASKS FOR SOVE NOTES ON FULG SO, AND NATURE
OF MESSAGE. TELL OF MANA STORM CONJUNCTI ON AND THREAT TO PREGNANT WOVEN
DUE TO H GH MANA. HE SAYS THEY' LL CGET PH LOSOPHERS ONTO | T AND | NFORM
THE PRI NCE. GET TO PALACE. NI CE. PHH LOSOPHERS ARRI VE AND TURN ROOM | NTO
A LI BRARY. FIND STUFF ABOUT MANA STORMS: PREGNANT ANI MALS AND WOVEN G VE
BI RTH TO MONSTERS ETC. DECI DE TO ROUND THEM UP AND GET THEM OQUT OF CI TY.
ALSO MAGES CASTI NG DI ED, AND SEVERAL TOOK TO CARRYI NG COLD | RON AROUND.
TELL THEM TO BE CAREFUL OF | NVESTEDS. THEY G VE US NI CE ROOV5, RETURN
WEAPONS. FOR THOSE OF US W TH | MPLANTED MAG CAL STUFF THEY TELL US A
SECRET ALTERNATI VE TO REMOVAL. ALL MAGES G VEN AN | RON AMULET. G VEN

| NFORMATI ON ABOUT THE RATMEN THE CHANCELLOR DECI DES TO CANCEL A PLANNED
EXTERM NATI ON CAMPAI GN AND SENDS WORD TO THE GATHERED MERCENARI ES IN THE
CTYy.

15 SNOWN PREGNANT WOVEN REMOVED BY SEA. OBVI QUSLY PREGNANT ANI MALS SLAIN
OR CHASED AVAY. HI GH MANA IN THE CI TY. CAN SEE AT THE FULGE SO RAW MANA
LI GATNI NG ARCI NG TO THE GROUND. Mg, AQUALI NA AND G DEON HI DING OQUT IN A
MANA SAFE PLACE W TH THE PRI NCE. BLIND AGAI N. HE THANKS US PERSONALLY,
AND SAYS HE' LL REPAY US WELL. A H GH WASH OF MANA KNOCKS GUSTAF AND SQOVE
GUARDS QUT. GUARDS ALL CARRYI NG SI LVER GLAI VES. BALODE SEES A DARK MOON
(NOT' THE NORVAL MOON) GO ACROSS THE SUN AND ECLI PSE THE FULG SO. ALSO
SEES FLOCKS OF FLYI NG THI NGS HEADI NG TOMRDS THE FOREST. SOVE MONSTERS
ATTACK THE WALLS OF THE CI TY. 4 HOURS LATER (5 PM IT S ALL OVER STILL
SOMVE NASTI ES HANG NG AROUND, CURFEW | MPOSED. GO BACK TO QUARTERS. AFTER
DI NNER 8 GUARDS (WHO WAIT QUTSI DE) + PRI NCE + CHANCELLOR. LOTS OF
THANKS, OFFER FOR US TO STAY AS GUESTS VWHENEVER WE' RE | N NOVCODON.
RECKONS HE' LL TAKE US ON AS EMPLOYEES | F WE EVER LEAVE THE GUI LD. HA.
FOUR GUARDS CARRY I N A LARGE CHEST OF TREASURE AS THANKS. WAHAY!
CHANCELLOR G VES KEY TO AQUALI NA SO GUSTAF PICKS THE LOCK. LOTS OF GOLD.
1000'S OF CONS. YES! GET TO FEEL I T. GET PROTECTI VE. OTHERS START

TALKI NG ABOUT CATCHI NG A SMUGGLER. LOOK AT BOOK AGAI N: ALL BOATS FROM



SEAGATE, | NCLUDI NG OQURS. RECKON WE SHOULD MAKE FRI ENDS W TH THE
BASTARDS. M GHT STOP PI RATES ATTACKI NG ME.

SPEND A FEW DAYS ENTERTAI NI NG MAI DSERVANTS. COUNT THE GOLD = 10, 000 =
120, 000 SP. RECKON |'LL MAKE A PO NT OF WORKING IN THI'S PRI NCE' S
| NTEREST.

25 SNOW GALAND STILL WANTS TO G VE THE SMJUGGLERS BOOK TO THE PRI NCE.

ME, GUSTAF AND THE GREENSKI N RECKON VWE SHOULD WORK FOR/ THROUGH THE

Pl RATES. GOOD FOR HEALTH. BALODE WANTS TO BE A DI PLOVAT BETWEEN DUKE AND
Pl RATES. OTHERS DECI DE TO SPEAK W TH THE CHAMBERLAI N AND USE H S
RESOURCES TO BORE/ SCARE THE COURI ER | NTO RUNNI NG TO BOSS. ME AND BALODE
GUARD CASH WHI LE OTHERS GO TO TALK TO HHM GUSTAF SCARES H M HALF TO
DEATH BEFORE EXPLAI NI NG WHAT THE " SENSI TI VE | NFORVATI ON' IS, FUCKW T.
CHAMBERLAI N UNDERSTANDABLY UNI NTERESTED | N SEAGATE PROBLEMS, BUT

DI PLOVATI CALLY SUGGESTS THAT THE DUKE AND SOVE MERCHANTS MAY BE UPSET | F
THE PI RATES GET I T. REALLY? TAKES THE BULL BY THE HORNS AT OBVI QUS

Dl THERI NG AND TELLS THEM TO KEEP | T FROM THE PI RATES. MENTI ONS CAPTAI N
VASARI US, CAPTAIN OF THE DOCK GUARD AS A POSSI BLE ALLY I N CATCH NG THE
BADDI ES. BACK WTH ME AND BALODE A PLAN | S MADE TO ACT AS LOCALS AT THE
| MPERI AL OASI S FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS THEN FOLLOW PURPLE ORCH D WHEN HE
LEAVES, BOOKLESS. BALODE PLANS TO LURK AND CAST ESP'S, SINCE HE' LL NEVER
PASS AS A LOCAL. ALL EXCEPT HHM (HE GOES TO A WHOREHOUSE AND GETS A NI CE
FAT LADY FOR 12 SP) GO TO MEET CAPTAI N VASARI US. BI G GUJY, UGAY, LOOKS
COMPETENT BUT UNSUBTLE. GUSTAF SAYS HE HAS QUESTI ONS FOR HM HE ASKS
WHO WE ARE. GUSTAF SAYS WE CAME I N FROM THE FULG SO HE SAYS WE FIT
STORIES TOLD. GQUSTAF TRIES TO QUESTI ON H M W THOUT G VI NG AVAY WHAT

VWE' RE DA NG FUCKI NG USELESS. G DEON STICKS H'S FOOT INIT, TOO DON T
GET ANYTHI NG USEFUL. DECI DE TO GO OFF AND FIND QUT I F THE STORI ES ARE
BAD ENCUGH TO | DENTI FY US W THOUT ASSQOCI ATI ON. GUSTAF WANTS TO GO
TOGETHER. PO NT OUT THAT THE ELVES AND AQUALI NA STICK QUT A BIT, SO
GUSTAF AND AXY GO WTH ME. FUCK. ELVES AND AQUALI NA GO TO MERCHANT
QUARTER, WE GO PUBBI NG. CGET TO | MPERI AL OASI S AT DUSK. FILLED W TH DRUNK
HORMONAL YOUNG MEN W TH WEAPONS. NICE G RLS - | WATCH FROM QUTSI DE
PRETENDI NG TO BE A BLI NDED MERC. BI G BEERS FOR 4 CP. NOT NI CE, BUT DON T
NOTI CE AFTER A WHI LE. MERCENARY CAPTAI NS TREATED W TH A LOT OF RESPECT.
GUSTAF WANDERS OVER TO LI STEN TO THEM NOT HAPPY ABOUT HAVI NG TO FI ND
NEW JOBS. HE DECI DES TO GO FOR A "PRI VATE DANCE" W TH CYNTHI A. 35 SP.
SEES 2 BACKDOORS AND A SECRET EXIT, AND LOTS OF BOUNCER/ PI MPS TO PROTECT
THE WOMEN. GETS A GOOD FUCK. AXY GETS APPROACHED BY SOVE MERCS TO JO N
THEM ANNOYED BY BASTARD ADVENTURERS WHO PUT THEM OQUT OF WORK. GUSTAF
RETURNS. THEY STAY TO LATE. | MAKE 14 CP, 1 SP AND 1 BEER - THE MERCS
TOOK PITY ON ME. MEANVWH LE THE SQUEAKI ES AND THE BI MBO LEAVE THEI R
WEAPONS AT THE GATE AND ENTER THE MERCHANTS QUARTER. SEE A THEIF ON A
STAKE, LEFT AS A DETERRANT. G DEON POSES AS A WANDERI NG HEALER, THE
OTHERS AS TRAVELLERS, AND THEY GO TO THE GREY GHOST, A REALLY SNOOBY
PLACE WHERE AQUALI NA | S WELL UNDERDRESSED. HA. CGET TO ORDER WHATEVER
THEY WANT - DUCK AND VENI SON - AND FOOD | S PRESENTED AS A WORK OF ART.

G DEON AND AQUALI NA BEG NNI NG TO FEEL QUT OF THEI R DEPTH. AQUALINA IS
SENT A LETTER OF | NTRODUCTI ON TO A LADY, ANTONA, WHO | S OFFERI NG TO SELL
HER SOMVE CLOTHES. THEY GO DOMNSTAI RS TO A SOCI AL AREA FOR MORE
CONVERSATI ON.  MEET A GEM MERCHANT, LORD ARRAKAN, WHO THROWS A 100, 000 SP
ASSASSI NATI ON FEE AT ANYONE WHO RIPS HHM OFF. NI CE. TRADE | S EXCELLENT.

| S THANKFUL TO ADVENTURERS VWHO WARNED OF THE MANA STORM | MPRESSED THEY
VENT | NTO THE FULG SO. SAYS CHAMBERLAI N | S A TALKATI VE CHAP: | NTENDS TO
I NVI TE HM AROUND FOR TEA AND GOSSI P. FUCK. NOTE I'T WASN' T MY | DEA TO
TELL H M ABOQUT THE BOOK. THEY SPEND 500 SP. GALAND TELLS ARRAKAN THEY' RE
STAYI NG AT THE PALACE, AND THE LATTER TW GS THAT THEY' RE PART OF THE
ADVENTURER PARTY. FUCK. I NVITES US ALL TO DI NNER. GALAND SAYS TOVORROW
NI GAT. THEY RETURN TO CASTLE AND TELL US ALL EXCEPT THE | NVI TATI ON. THEY



EXPECT THE COST OF THEI R DI NNER SHOULD COME QUT OF PARTY EXPENSES.
GUSTAF UNHAPPY AT THE COST. TELL THEM OF MY THOUGHTS ABOUT THE | MPERI AL
OASI S: RECKON COURI ER WLL BE A WOVAN, EXCHANGE OQUT BACK, ANY PROBLEMS
AND THE ENTI RE PUB WLL BE SICCED ON US. NOT GOOD LOCOK.

26 SNOW BALODE CASES THE AREA DURI NG THE DAY, THEN GOES TO WHI P AND
TONG. LOTS OF TALK ABOUT WHAT TO DO ME STILL NOT HAPPY ABOUT Pl RATES.
THAT NI GHT G DEON DOESN' T WANT TO GO TO DI NNER BUT GALAND AND AQUALI NA
BULLY HHM INTO I T. GALAND SPENDS A LOT OF Tl ME TALKI NG ABOUT ADVENTURES,
GREATLY APPRECI ATED. LORD ARRAKAN HAS | NVI TED FRI ENDS | N THE SOCI AL

SECT. EVERYONE MAKES | NVI TATI ONS FOR THE HARDY ADVENTURERS TO COME
VISIT. BACK AT THE | MPERI AL OASI S | TAKE UP MY PCSI TION ON A

WEAPONSM THS DOORSTEP, AND HE G VES ME A MEAL. APPARENTLY I T'S GOOD LUCK
TO HAVE A BEGGER ON YOUR DOORSTEP. | TALK TO H M ABOUT MY WHI P AND
BATTLE AXE. HE DOESN T KNOW ANYTHI NG ABOUT THE ADVENTURERS. AXY AND
GUSTAF GO I N, DRI NK CHEAP PI SS AND GET LAID. 8 BOUNCERS, LESS PATRONS
TONI GHT - A MERC COVPANY MJUST HAVE MOVED ON. | SPEND TI ME WATCHI NG THE
PATRONS OF YUCKS FASTFOOD GET SI CK AND THE EMPLOYEES RECYCLI NG THE

DI SCARDED REMAI NS. RECKON SOVETHI NG NEEDS TO BE DONE. GET BACK LATE,
MADE 2 CP. STINGY BASTARDS. BALODE G VES ME A M N KEG

27 SNON WAKE UP NEXT TO KEG PURI FY. GET WATERBREATHI NG Bl G FUCKI NG
DEAL. LATER CET ARMOUR OF EARTH AND BLENDI NG AT THE VENUE. ME OUT
FRONT, GUSTAF AND AXY | NSI DE, BALODE, AQUALI NA AND G DEON OQUT BACK.
YUCKS URCHI N CHECKI NG ME OQUT. FAIL D. A SO DO YUCKS | NSTEAD =
DOPPLEGANGER, HI GHEST RANKED NON- LANGUAGE SKI LL = SPY, COLLECE = RUNE.
FUCK ME. WE' RE I N TROUBLE. | NSIDE AT APPO NTED HOUR A NEW EXOTI C DANCER
WTH A PURPLE ORCH D TATTOOED ON HER BACK GETS UP. D. A SHOA5 SHE HAS AN
| NVESTED | RRESURRECTABLE DEATH SPELL I N HER EARRI NG TELEPATHY PI CKS HER
QUT. SHE FI Nl SHES DANCI NG, BUT |'S HAVI NG NOTH NG TO DO W TH AXY OR
GQUSTAF. AXY SO KEEN ANOTHER G RL OFFERS HI M A FREEBI E SO HE TAKES I T.
FUCK. YUCKS ACTI NG NORVAL SO | HEAD TOMRDS BACK OF BUI LDI NG CET THERE
AS GRL IS LEAVING AQUALINA TRIES TO FOLLOW ON ROOFTOP, JUMPS ONTO THE
ROOF OF A PLACE W TH PERMANENT GUARDS, MANAGES TO RESI ST THE MAGQ CAL
PROTECTI ON, ALERTS THE GUARDS, GCOES UNSEEN. STUPI D FUCKI NG Bl MBO. G RL
LOOKS NERVOUS AT FRACAS. MOVES WARILY TO DOCK AREA W TH ME SHADOW NG
ENTERS A ROADHOUSE DOCKSI DE AND GOES TO THI RD FLOOR. | CLIMB UP AND
WATCH HER THROUGH HER W NDOW SHE'S CRYI NG DOMSTAI RS THE TELEPATHY

Pl CKS UP SHE THI NKS THE EARRI NG HAS AN | NVESTED W ND WALK. SHE' S JUST AN
EXPENDABLE COURI ER. THI NKS SHE'S GO NG TO CATCH A SHI P AT FI RST LI GHT.
HUDDLES DOMN | NTO CORNER WATCHI NG DOOR. | CLI MB DOMN AFTER 10 M NUTES
HANG NG AND TELL THE OTHERS ABOUT YUCKS. TELL GUSTAF TO G VE ME A YELLOW
FEATHER SO | CAN DRAW HER OUT AND SORT HER OUT. GUSTAF FLUFFS AROUND,
TOO AFRAI D TO TRY ANYTHI NG FUCKW T. WHAT DI D HE EXPECT W TH PI RATES?
FUCK. G DEON TAKES THE OPPORTUNI TY TO EXPLAIN THE SI TUATI ON SLOALY TO
AQUALI NA. MEANVHI LE, I N CASTLE, GALAND GETTI NG DONE OVER BY DOPPLEGANGER
/ SPY | RUNEMAGE (YES, YOU GUESSED IT) GO NG AFTER THE BOCOK VWHICH | T HAS
CORRECTLY GUESSED, G VEN DESCRI PTI ONS AND BEHAVI OUR, THAT WE HAVE OR
HAVE ACCESS TO. I T HAS A BIT OF TROUBLE PI CKI NG THE LOCK ON OQUR CHEST OF
TREASURE (HA) G VI NG GALAND TI ME TO REGAI N CONSCI QUSNESS. HAS TO TRI GGER
W ND WALK TO ESCAPE GALAND PLUS LOTS OF GUARDS. GALAND G VES THE BOCK TO
THE CHAMBERLAI N TO PROTECT IN CASE | T TRIES AGAIN. GUSTAF FI NALLY

DECI DES TO RUN WTH MY PLAN TO TRICK THE G RL DOMWN. | GET A COVE ON BY
AN OLD CRONE AS | TRY TO ATTRACT ATTENTION OF THE G RL. D. A = HUMAN, SO
|"LL KEEP IT IN MND. G RL DI THERS ENOUGH AT W NDOW FOR HYPNOTI SM TO
WORK SO SHE COVES DOWN. SAYS THE EARRI NG TRI GGERS WHEN | T'' S TAKEN OFF.
SAYS THE SAME MASTER THAT TATTOCED HER GAVE | T TO HER. HER NAME | S

ORCH D. D.A EARRING = WH TE FI RE. BALODE DCES THE QUESTI ONI NG NAME COF
MASTER? SHE PASSES QUT. GEAS. FUCK THI'S. SHE COVES TO NAME COF SH P =
FLYI NG GULL. SHE WAS TO LEAVE THE BOOK BEH ND AT YUCKS - HE HAS A RUNE
PORTAL THERE. YUCKS IS "THE MASTERS' FLUNKEY. FUCK. TELL THEM I TOLD
THEM SO. D. A ORCH D = HUVAN, NOT PACTED. BALOCDE LEADS HER TO THE



GUARDHOUSE AND LEAVES HER THERE W TH SPECI FI C | NSTRUCTI ONS: NO TOUCHI NG
EARRI NG HEAD TO YUCKS, ALL WHO CAN PRQJECT DO SO. E. S.P ON YUCKS SHOWS
NOTHI NG SPECI AL, UNI NHABI TED. CHECK THE PLACE OQUT. FI ND TRAPDOOR, HASN T
BEEN OPENED I N A LONG Tl ME, LEADS TO CRAW. SPACE BETWEEN YUCKS AND
TENEMENTS. | N "PANTRY" FI ND DEAD RUNESTI CK WTH A BLOCDY CLAWED

FOOTPRI NT NEARBY, ABOUT 10 M NUTES OLD. FIND A CUP FOR DRI NKI NG BLQOQD.
ASK THE WEAPONSM TH ABOUT YUCKS, SAYS HE' D BEEN THERE FOR ABOUT A WEEK,
UNSUBSTANTI ATED RUMOUR THAT HE CAME FROM SEAGATE. RETURN TO PALACE AND
GET FILLED I N BY GALAND. SPEND A LOT OF TIME SAYING "I TOLD YOQU SO,
FUCKW TS". TRY TO DO Al R SPEC COUNTER. FAIL. GUARD ARRI VES, TELLS US
THAT ORCHI D HAS BEEN DONE | N - GRENADO THROUGH W NDOW GUSTAF SUGGESTS
RUNNI NG TO THE FULGQ SO. GALAND WANTS TO LEAVE THE BOOK HERE, ME AND
BALOCDE WANT TO TAKE I T. CHAMBERLAI N FETCHES THE BOOK FOR US, SAYS HE
WANTS US TO TAKE IT AS I T'S POLI TI CALLY SENSI TI VE. d DEON SUGGESTS

SPLI TTI NG THE BOOK AMONGST US. WE DO IT. G VE BITS TO G DEQN, BALODE,
AXY AND ME AND SEND THE COVERS VI A A HYPNOTI SED GUARD TO CAPTAI N

VASARI US W TH | NSTRUCTI ONS TO CATCH ANYONE WHO COMVES FOR THEM

AQUALI NA" S FEELI NG OQUT OF HER DEPTH. | COULD HAVE TOLD HER THAT THE
MOVENT SHE MADE HER FI RST | NDEPENDANT DECI SION. DI VIDE UP THE GOLD TO
CARRY = 11 LBS EACH. BALODE TAKES THE CHEST AND GETS UNSEEN. WE GO, ONLY
AXY VI SIBLE. | GO SCOUTI NG GET TO GATE BETWEEN NOBLE AND MERCHANT
QUARTER. AXY G VES H S NAME AS GODFRED. | TRY TO GO THROUGH AT THE SAME
TIME AS HM BUT UNFORTUNATELY SO DOES EVERYONE ELSE. SOMVE OF THE | DI OTS
APPEAR. GUARD GETS HYPNOTI SED AS HE CALLS FOR THE SERGENT. SERGENT NOT
HAPPY: PUNI SHVENT FOR TRYI NG TO SNEAK GATE | S DEATH. OH YEAH. WANTS TO
SEARCH AXY FOR STUFF STOLEN FROM PALACE. SPEECHLESS AT SI GHT OF GOLD.
ANOTHER PATROL TURNS UP: NONE OF THEM RECOGNI SE AXY. NOTI GOOD FOR THE

VI SI BLE ONES. GUARDS DECI DE TO SEND A M SSI VE TO THE PALACE TO SORT THEM
QUT. LOVELY. SO MJUCH FOR SECRECY. GALAND PULLS ME BACK TO BALODE. HALF
AN HOUR LATER A GUARD TURNS UP AND VERI FI ES US. WE ALL GO THROUGH. LOCK
FOR I NN. SEE WERETOMCAT: NOTHI NG SUSPI Cl QUS. FIND OLAF' S I NN, GET A
ROOM PAY 5 GP FOR ME, AQUALI NA AND AXY. BALODE ACTI NG STRANGY, PAYS 20
SP FOR SOVE FOOD AND A STAY I N THE COVWON ROOM [ AFFECTED BY BACKFI RE
HYPNOSI S] OTHERS JON HM 3 AM GET SOVE HOT M LK AND CRASH.

28 SNOW DI SCUSS OPTI ONS OVER BREAKFAST. BALCDE EATS A LOT. | NNKEEP
TELLS US OF EXECUTI ON OF THEI F DUE THAT MORNI NG CAUGHT BREAKI NG | NTO
HOUSE OF MERCHANT. ME, AXY AND GUSTAF GO DI SGUI SED, MEET LORD ARRAKAN
THERE. YUCKS URCHI N CGETTI NG | MPALED - MJUST HAVE BEEN COWPELLED TO GET

RI D OF LOOSE ENDS. SUPPOSEDLY WAS TRYI NG TO STEAL S| LVERED WEAPONS FROM
A VEAPONSM TH. GO TO LORD ARRAKANS HOUSE. TELLS US HE WAS APPRCACHED BY
SOMVEONE LOCKI NG FOR US, OFFERING TO H RE US AS GUARDS FOR H S CARAVAN TO
BRASTA. HOW CONVENI ENT. STAYI NG AT THE NORTH GATE | NN. ARRAKAN CHANCES
OUR GOLD FOR GEMS, GET 95% VALUE. SPLIT I T UP. MAKE GOCDBYES. GET BACK
TO PUB, DI SCUSS OPTI ONS. GET LI M TED PRECOG SEES SHADY MERCHANT DEALI NG
VEAPONS, DANGERSENSE GO NG OFF. NOT GOOD, LOCKS LI KE EXPECTED TRAP. EASY
TO ANTI Cl PATE WHERE WE M GHT BE FROM SUGGEST SENDI NG HHM OFF ON A W LD
GOOSECHASE. PLAN: SEND BOAT OFF ONE WAY WHI LE VVE RUN ANOTHER. DECI DE TO
TAKE THE BOAT ACROSS THE RI VER AND THEN WALK THE REST OF THE WAY TO
BRASTA. AXY AND AQUALI NA GO TO THE DOCKS TO HI RE CREW SEE HAND FLOATI NG
IN WVATER. D. A = DOPPLEGANGER, DEAD 4 HOURS 25 M N. ANYONE VWHO WOULD KI LL
A DOPPLEGANGER M NI ON TO COVER THEI R TRACKS HAS A LOT OF POAER. FUCK.

H GH TIDE: ME AND G DEON GO ON THE BQOAT | NVI SI BLE, THE REST DO THE
WATERBREATHI NG THI NG AND HANG ONTO A ROPE UNDERWATER. WHEN WE CET OQUT OF
THE HARBOUR THE OTHERS GET A BETTER FLAVOR OF WATER. YUK. WE GET DROPPED
OFF ABOQUT 6 K'S NORTH OF THE RI VER. TAKE SUPPLI ES. AQUALI NA PRAYS TO SEA
AND FERTILITY GOD FOR SAFE PASSAGE OF BOAT. WHAT ABQUT US? DECI DE TO
TRAVEL AT NI GHT, START GO NG FOG COMES I N AT NI GHT, GETS A BIT TH CK.
GALAND GCES | N FRONT, M AT BACK. EAT RATIONS ON THE GO, TAKE A BREAK AT
M DNI GHT, MAKE | LLUSARY GORI LLA TO CARRY STUFF.

29 SNOW 1 AM TIRED. DECIDE TO CRASH. GUSTAF FINDS A ROCKY BIT TO SET



UP ON. WATCH = BALODE + G DEQN, AQUALI NA + GALAND, ME AND AXY, GUSTAF.

1: 30 APPROACHED BY SKELETON W TH SYTHE. BALODE WAKES US UP. FILL UP A
SOCK W TH GRAVEL AND SAND. SKELETON JO NED BY THREE BOAWEN AND SEVEN
OTHER SKELETONS. FUCK. GUSTAF WON' T WAKE UP. GALAND CHECKS HIM QUT. IS
PO SONED. NO WOUNDS. RECKON M ST IS PO SONED, |S DRAI NI NG FATI GUE, NOT
THAT WE HAVE ANY. FUCK. ANOTHER TWO BOWEN AND TWO SKELETONS. FUCK. TALK
ABOUT RUNNI NG THROW A ROCK AND M SS. BALODE SHEI LD BARGES ONE. THEY CAN
SEE I NVI SI BLE. FUCK. GET HI'T AND STUNNED. FUCK. SI X MORE TURN UP,

| NCLUDI NG ANOTHER BOWVAN. AXY GOES DOMWN, THEN ME. THEY TELL ME LATER
THAT GUSTAF WAS REVI VED W TH A RESTORATI VE. HE, G DEON AND AQUALI NA
REMEMBER | NVESTED STARW NGS. ABOUT FUCKI NG TI ME. AQUALI NA FAI LS TO USE

| T. STUPID FUCKI NG BI TCH. THEN SHE GETS STUNNED. GUSTAF GETS OQUT W TH
AXY. TRI GGERS STARW NGS ON BALCDE. HE GRABS ME AND JUMPS. AQUALI NA GETS
TAKEN OVER BY A NI XIE (SPIRIT PASSENGER = COLLARGE) WHO CLEVERLY TRI ES
TO TRI GGER THE STARW NGS. FAI LS. BALODE AND GUSTAF POUR HEALI NG POTI ONS
DOMN ME AND AXY. COLLARGE MANAGES TO TRI GGER. SKELETON HANG NG OFF
BALODES ANKLE STARTS TRYING TO BITE H'S TCE OFF. FAILS. SKELETON HANG NG
OFF GUSTAF TRIES TO BITE H'S EAR OFF. FAI LS. AQUALI NA AND G DEON TAKES
OFF. AQUALI NA HEALS UP AND COLLARGE GCOES AVAY. Sl GH. BALODE AND GUSTAF
DROP US OFF AT THE RI VER, THEN RETURN TO GET BACKPACKS. COVE BACK. ALL
BUT GALAND | NFECTED, ALL PO SONED. AQUALI NA G VES US ALL WATERS OF

HEALI NG STILL I NFECTED. G VE HEALI NG POTI ON TO BALODE, PAYBACK. G DEON
HEALS UP THEN STARTS CURI NG | NFECTI ONS. TAKES A WHI LE. ME, AQUALI NA,

G DEON AND BALODE SLEEP. AQUALI NA GETS TAKEN OVER I N HER SLEEP BY
COLLARGE AND EROTI C DANCES GUSTAF TO DI STRACTI ON. HE GETS A GOOD RI DE,
THEN AXY. TRIES ME BUT | SLEEP THROUGH. FUCK. MORNI NG, GALAND FEELI NG
BAD. PO SONED. ATE BAD FOOD LAST NI GHT. ALL FOOD SUPPLI ES PO SONED - NOT
M ST. GET SAMPLES. LI M TED LI FESPAN. AQUALI NA MAKES A BOAT. SEE TWO
COLUWNS OF SMOKE = VI LLAGES. BODY W TH ARROW FLOATS DOVWNSTREAM LOCKS

LI KE DROW ARROW BUT NOT PO SONED. PARTY CONSI DERS | NVESTI GATI NG

FUCKW TS! BI NT AGREES. GUSTAF RECKONS I T'S LOCAL LORDS HAVI NG A GO AT
ONE ANOTHER I'N THE NAME OF THE TROUBLES. DECIDE TO FISH, | SPOT FOR THE
OTHERS. AQUALI NA SUMWMONS PI KE, WHI CH SCARES ALL THE FI SH OFF, THEN
SUMMONS THE FI SH AGAI N. GUSATF CATCHES ONE. | SLEEP AS BALODE COOKS.
FEED MY FACE THEN CRASH AGAI N. GUSTAF SEES 10- 15 HORSEMEN ABOUT M DDAY.
NI GATTI ME. EAT MORE FI SH TEN HOP ONTO THE BOAT W TH WATERBREATHI NG AND
MAGECURRENT. | WATCH LI KE A BASTARD. END OF NI GHT: GUSTAF WANTS GO GO ON
THE SWAMP SIDE OF THE RIVER, | SAY THE TREE SIDE. | WN. WEE

30 SNOW FOOTPRI NTS OF HUNTER FROM YESTERDAY. NO PROBLEM MONGOOSE
TRACKS. GUSTAF FINDS A LI TTLE CROC AND SCARES | T OFF VWH LE SNEAKI NG UP.
HA. CATCHES UP AND ATTACKS | T. FINALLY MANAGES TO KILL I'T. LOTS OF HOLES
IN I T. BALODE COCKS | T. HEAR VERY DEEP VO CED SI NGER ABOUT HALF A M LE
AVAY, NOT TOO SMART. OR TOO GOOD. LATER BALODE SEES A TREETOP MOVI NG
ABOQUT 1 M LE AVWAY. HEAR TREE SMASHI NG AND THE " SUARI ME JAM' COMMENTS
DURI NG AFTERNOCON. GETS DARK. TWO HOURS LATER SEE MASSI VE WHARF MADE OF
VWHCLE TREES. SEE HOUSE W TH 30' STUD. DECI DE NOT' TO STOP AND MEET G ANT
FAM LY. THEY SEE US BUT DECI DE WE' RE NOT EDI BLE. 11 PM SEE TWO 30'
TROLLS DRAGNETTI NG THE RI VER AT A SHALLOW PO NT UPSTREAM THEY SEE US
AND SPEED UP. FUCK. BACK UP A BIT. DO WATERBREATHI NGS. GALAND CETS A

TRI PLE. AQUALI NA SHAPESHI FTS. GET HER TO SUMMON CROCS. SHE SUMMONS 7 TEN
FOOTERS, CAN ONLY CONTRCL 4. FUCK. CLIMB BALODE. AQUALI NA CETS THEM ALL
TO ATTACK THE NET. TROLLS ROUND THEM UP. WE CRANK UP MAGECURRENT AND
TAKE OFF WHEN THE TROLLS GET TO SHORE AND START BRAI NI NG THE CROCS.

1 ICE. GET OFF WATER. GET BACKRUB FROM AQUALI NA, FEEL HAPPI ER. EAT. DO A
BIT OF WALK TOMRDS PASS | N MOUNTAI NS. NO SWEAT. 4PM STOP TO CAMP. SEE
SNOW I N PASS. FUCK. CONSI DER POSSI BLE SCLUTI ONS. AQUALI NA SOUNDS LI KE
GOOD BEDWARMER. SUGGEST SNOWSHOES. GET WALKI NG STI CKS AND FI REWOCD.

2 |CE: AT My SUGGESTI ON, CHANGE FI REWOOD | NTO BOAT/ SLED. LOAD SOVE GEAR
ONTO I' T, 3X2 DRAGCGERS, GUSTAF ON PO NT. H T SNOW 4 HOURS LATER. AQUALI NA
DOES RESI ST COLD ON SOVE: GALAND 16 HOURS (DOUBLE), GUSTAF 24 HOURS



(TRIPLE), d DEON, AXY, ME, THEN AQUALI NA 16 HOURS (DOUBLE). WOW PASS
LOOKS BAD, W NDY. EAT AND GO. AT HALF HOUR FROM PASS START FEELI NG
BREEZE. MAKE WARHORSE TO HELP LUG THI NGS. ELFI ES AND AQUALI NA GET BLOWN
AVAY BUT MANAGE TO GET THEMSELVES BACK TOGETHER. CGET TO OTHER SI DE.

BOAT/ SLED A LI TTLE DODGY TO HANDLE. BALODE TEMPTED TO SLED I T, BUT LOCKS
BAD. UNTIE ALL AND GET GEAR OFF AND LET IT GO H TS BOTTOM AT AVESOME
SPEED AND W PES QUT. GO DOWN. SEE CAVE ON OTHER SI DE. NEARLY START AN
AVALANCHE LAUGH NG AT BOAT SO SNEAK TO CAVE. SOMETHI NG | N THERE GROALS
AT US. WHATEVER I T IS COVERS | TS TRACKS. ALL WHO CAN, PRQJECT. ME AND
GALAND SLI NK BACK. SUGGEST WE MAY BE ABLE TO TREAT WTH I T. BALODE TRI ES
TELEPATHY, BACKFI RES, WEARS HI MSELF OUT. WE MOVE ON AND HOPE FOR

SOVETHI NG BETTER. MAKE A SNOW CAVE. SET UP NASTY TRAP UNDER ROCK. WARN
PARTY, AT LEAST THREE TI MES. AQUALI NA DCES RESI ST COLDS AS NECESSARY.
COLLARCGE COMVES OUT AT NIGHT BUT IS BORED WTH US. W LL CHARGE 25 GP.
FUCK.

3 I CE: RESIST COLDS. AQUALI NA BACKFI RES ON ME, THEN DOES A DOUBLE. YAY.
DI SARM TRAP. CROSS NEXT PASS. CAN SEE BRASTA | N DI STANCE, OVER PLAI NS.
DESCEND TO CLOUD LAYER.

4 | CE: HEAD DOMN. GET TO TREE LINE. FIND TRAIL, LEADS TO CULTI VATED
AREA. SLEEP OFF TRAI L.

5 ICE: GET TO GRASSLAND. WATCH FOR SPI ES. UNSEEN ON BALCDE. TALK ABOUT
AVO DI NG BRASTA. WATCH FOR RAI DI NG BARBARI ANS - AXY HAS EXPERI ENCE. SEE
CAVALRY PLUME M D AFTERNOON.

6 1CE: WARM AND NI CE. GET TO FARMLANDS AND VI LLAGE. RAVENSEND. MOVE ON
TO NEXT HAMLET. NO INN. FUCK. AXY WANTS TO CAMP OQUT AND SEND ONE IN TO
BUY FOOD. ANNOYED AT AXY: NO FOOD, NO DRI NK, NO G RLI ES EXCEPT AQUALI NA,
AND SHE' S PARTY TREASURE. STARTS TO RAIN. ALL EXCEPT BALCDE WET, COLD
AND CAN T SLEEP. AQUALI NA DCES RESI ST COLDS. | PACK UP MY CGEAR AND GO TO
FIND A BARN. G DEON WANTS TO GO BUT CHI CKENS OUT. SO MJCH FOR THE SECOND
BACKBONE. | GO TOMRDS HAMLET. GET TO SHED. UNFRI ENDLY DOG BACK UP. DOG
FOLLOW5, BARKI NG JO NED BY OTHERS WHO HAVE A GO AT ME. VH P THEM QUT.
GET ATTACKED BY OMNER AND SHOT FULL OF ARROAS. FI NALLY MANAGE TO PRQJECT
AND GET AWAY. SPEND NI GHT UNDER LEAN- TO W TH ARROW STUCK | N ME BUT AT
LEAST |I'M DRY. My BLOOD KILLS THE GRASS FOR 3' AROUND.

7 I CE: AXY COMES I N FOR SOME FOOD, GETS SOVE AND SEES ME. WAKES ME UP.
TELL HM1'M HURT AND | NFECTED. PULLS OUT ARROW GO BACK TO CAMP.

AQUALI NA G VES ME A WATER OF HEALI NG ALL FI XED UP. NI CE BRAKFAST. TELL
THE OTHERS MY STORY. GET PUT UNSEEN ON ME AND BALODE TO AVO D TROUBLES.
GO TO HAMLET, GET MORE FOOD, SEE DOGGY GRAVES: SCAMPER AND SCRUFFY. HA.
GET TO BRASTA EVENTUALLY. EVENI NG MAKE A 20" SHI PSTRENGIH BOAT OQUT OF
OLI VE BRANCHES. BI T GREASY SO PUT SAND ON STRATEG C BI TS. MAGE CURRENT.
8 | CE: WATERBREATHI NGS. 2PM 2 M LES AWAY SEE FOUR SMALL TORNADOCES 200
YARDS APART MOVI NG IN A DI RECT STRAI GHT LI NE DOAN THE BANK. TEARI NG UP
TREES. SEE ORCHARI ST COME QUT, WAVE FI STS, THEN CHASE THEM WTH A BI G
CLUB. PROBABLY ELEMENTALS. AS AQUALINA SAYS "IT'S S. E. P".

9 ICE: GET TO SEAGATE. SEE OUR BOAT I N REPAIR YARD. PRETTY FUCKED - LI KE
| TS GONE THROUGH A BI G STORM SAI LORS SAY THEY WERE CAUGHT | N A FREAK
STORM DESTROYED ALL THE FOOD AND WATER SO THEY DI DN T GET PO SONED.
LUCKY. WE GO TO GUI LD, CGET THE TREATMENT BY GUI LD SECURI TY. SEND BOCK TO
DUKE. GET NOTE OF THANKS. AQUALINA'S SPRITE WLL TURN UP MORE OFTEN.
SCRAP NOTES W TH THE AVATAR WRI TI NG GETS BURI ED | N A CHAI NED LEAD BOX.
SEEMS THEY' VE MUTATED TO A GREATER SUMMONI NG OF A GOD. CASH I N JEWELS.
LOSE 5% THEN 10% FOR GUI LD TAX.



